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  LSR NMRA CON
In Arlington Recap

An Amazing Week of Model RRing 

 

   

 I attended my second LSR
  Convention and found it the 
  perfect way to rejuvenate my model railroading batteries for
  our hobby. I attended a tour of the GE Locomotive plant in N.
  Fort Worth with Jay, David K,, & Darrell. And attended several 
  very informative clinics, I did one make and take structure clinic 
  and visited some model railroad layouts. Saturday night we all 
  attended a banquet dinner to see what models from the contest 
  room won awards and we enjoyed hearing NMRA President, 
  Charlie Getz speak. Youth In Model Railroading was recognized
  at the banquet and John Skiba shared how he got the youth 
  group started in the DFW area. More Photo’s are on Page 4.

 Announcing a Club
 Spaghetti Supper 
 Fundraiser,on Satur-
 day, July 23rd.  See 
 page 3 for more.......



  2     July   2016                                                                     The  STAR

   From The 
  Business Car

 Things to do.  Family things. 
  Work things. Yard work things.  Per-
  sonal things. Model Club things.  We 
  all have “things” to do, don’t we?  
  Sometimes we can get many things 
  done, sometimes not so many, some-
  times even several “things” at the same 
  time.  Sometimes we can only concen-
  trate on one “thing” at a time.  This 
  time of year is wonderful, if you  have 
  younger children, they are out of sch-
  ool and looking for “things” to do; 
  your parental job is to find them posi-
  tive, constructive things to do.  I have 
  all of the same things to do as every-
  one else, albeit without school-age 
  children, and it definitely cuts into my 
  TWMRC time during the summer. My 
  work load is very much like a roller- 
  coaster in that it is intense at times 
  then slack at times.  Is yours?  But we 
  have “things” to do at the club and 
  need you to move the TWMRC to 
  at least the middle burner if not the 
  front burners.  We have some impor- 
  tant “things” going on at the 
  club and need help laying track, 
  building scenery, and other “things” 
  you can do! 
     We made a very large decision in 
  2014 when we voted to lease the cur-
  rent building.  The required finances 
  were laid out to the membership, the 
  work involved in building a new layout 
  was discussed, and the decision for the 
  TWMRC to become something more 
  than an old guy’s model train club 
  was made.  Without the fun of running 
  trains, we have lost several members
  that couldn’t keep the vision for the 

  (Above: Joe’s Rock clinic had two 
         YMR members attending. )
  club in the front of their “things” to 
  do list.  We have several members
  that work on the layout several times 
  a week, others that come once or twice 
  per month to work and others that 
  come occasionally.  All are needed 
  and appreciated. We (I) realize work 
  dictates our availability to a great ex-
  tent, and you must take care of work 
  and family.  Although here is a secret: 
  we are slowly, financially bleeding to 
  death at this rate.  Our current roster 
  dues income does not cover the money 
  it takes to pay our bills each month, 
  and we have to pay the bills or lose 
  the lease.  We have to pull money from 
  the general fund to finish paying the 
  monthly bills, money which should be 
  buying building supplies. The upcom-
  ing train show MUST be financially 
  successful this year or we are in very 
  serious trouble indeed.  We needed 
  help identifying the outlying news, 
  print, and media outlets so that we 
  could send them advertising, increas-
  ing the chances of a successful show.  

  ( Above: 1/2 in. ply, + 2 in. of foam
    makes up the sub-terrain below 
    the roadbed and track. )   
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  Only 4 people offered to help; all of 
  them on the BOD.  We need to look 
  for any possible way to save money 
  on bills, seek donations from outside 
  sources, and to build membership.      
  

  

  
  ( Above:  We are laying track at
   long last. Come down and lend
   a hand and hammer. )

  Each one of us is responsible for 
  helping do this.  The BOD is the 
  pointed part of this effort, but we 
  need every TWMRC member to 
  actively look for ways to keep our 
  club going.  We have so many won-
  derful things that we are building, 
  going to build in the future, and have 
  built that we cannot let it fail.

  Come to the July 7th Business Meet-
  ing for some fun and some serious 
  discussions.

  Darrell Cowles

July   
Business Meeting
Thurs., July 7,

@ 7 PM
@ The Clubhouse
in Forest Hill.

  

  ANNOUNCING

Club Spaghetti Supper
Fundraiser

Family Event
Fundraiser / Layout Fund

Saturday, July 23, 
2016

7 pm - 9 pm

$18.  Per Couples 
+ $6. ea. child

$10.  Per Singles 
+ $6. ea. child

RSVP by July 14th

Texas Western Members
Division 1 Members
Division 3 Members
Cowtown MRRClub

More details at
the July Business

Meeting.
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  The CFO Flyer
 Howdy folks,
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 Recap of LSR Con 2016

        

  

  ( Above photo’s:   Jack Walton’s Sn3 layout, 
   John Skiba speaking about YML at the banquet
   Mike Mackey and John Garfield were co-chairs
   of the con, MMR 124 Jim Packer and David
   Kohler, and Jay Waters at the BBQ dinner at
   Saginaw. )                                       Chris Galvin    
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  The CAO’s
 Baggage Car

  Summer has arrived.  The +90 degree 
  days are here, but fortunately as I write this article 
  I’m sitting in a cabin in the Colorado Mountains.  
  The nighttime temps are in the 40’s and upper 70’s 
  during the day.  If only I could stay here all sum-
  mer!!!  Looking across the stream at the moun-
  tains reminds me of Red Mountain on layout 1.0.  
  I hope that layout 2.0 will have a similar scene.  
  That mountain is what sold me on membership in 
  the TWMRC.  I look forward to seeing how a 
  mountain, harbor, city, town, road, etc. are con-
  structed on a model railroad.  The truly exciting 
  and fun times are just about to begin on our layout.  
  I for one can’t wait to learn the techniques from 
  the many talented TWMRC members. 
 
  

      
      
     
  

  
   

  

 

  

  ( Above:  Joe Batson presented a rock scenery
   clinic to interested members last month.  )
  
  I’m also hoping to see more members participating  
  in this phase as there will be something for every
  one and every ability to do.  Summer will be a busy 
  time with family travels and commitments, but 
  please make it down to the Club every chance you 
  get to see the progress.  The Board of Directors is 
  gearing up for our third Train Show.  It will be here 
  before we know it.  There are many things to do and 
  we must make this year’s Show an attendance suc-
  cess.  When the BoD asks for assistance with Show 
  tasks please help us out.  We greatly appreciate your 
  participation.  I hope everyone has a safe and 
  Blessed July 4th.  

    
  Jay H2O’s
 



   6          July  2016                                                                The  STAR

  THE TRAIN SCHEDULE
   Upcoming Meetings, Events, 
   Shows & Clinics
  

  JULY 2016
  1st- HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

   Ryan Zamarron

  2nd - Work Day, 3p - 9p, 
   Saturday

   4th- HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
   Dave Kohler, & U.S.A.
  

  7th- July Business Meeting, 
   7p, will he held @ the clubhouse,   
   Thursday
   
  9th - Work Day,  3p - 9p,
   Saturday

  9th- Youth In Model RRing meet-
  ing, 10am - 12:30pm, at the club-
  house, Saturday, Contact John 
  Skiba for more information at   
  westsidelumberco@gmail.com

  14th- Work Night, 7p - 9:30p, 
   Thursday
  
    15th- HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
    Mike Corley
  
  16th -  Work Day,  3p - 9p, 
   Saturday
  

  21st - Work Night, 7p - 9:30p,
   Thursday

  23rd -  Work Day,  3p - 6p, 
   * SPECIAL EVENT: CLUB SPAGHETTI
  SUPPER FUNDRAISER, 7 - 9 PM
   Saturday
  
  26th- HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
   David Wood

   28th - Work Night, 7p - 9:30p,
   Thursday

   30th -  Work Day,  3p - 9p, 
    Saturday
 

  AUGUST 2016 

  4TH - August Business
  Meeting, 7p - 9p, will he   
  held @ our club house, 
   Thursday  
   
  
   

 

                   2016
  Texas Western Train Show
    Sat. October 8th
  10 AM - 5 PM
   &
 Sun. October 9th
   11 AM - 4 PM

     Forest Hill Civic Center
       6901 Wichita Street
         Forest Hill, Texas 

   Admission: $7. Children 
   12 & Under Free w/paid
      Adult
         For More Info:
         www.twmrc.org

Have  A  
Happy 4th
Of  July !
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   From The COO’ s
  Coal Hopper

     Happy Fathers Day all you guys out there 
  that are Fathers!  Most every one of us is a Father, so 
  congratulations all.  I hope everyone had a good day, 
  and any Fathers Day gifts you received will serve you 
  well.  (I think most of us are also Grandfathers, but that 
  day comes in September, I believe.)
     By the time Chris gets this published the LSR con-
  vention, Daylight Express, will be done and dusted.  
  I’m looking forward to it.  I will be operating on three 
  layouts, and will have pictures and probably video clips 
  of each of them I will share.
     We ARE making progress on the layout, for sure!  
  Last month we had mainline roadbed laid on the 28” 
  level from the Helix past the sawmill and blast furnace 
  areas into the Lone Star interchange area.  Since then 
  the roadbed has progressed even further, running 
  around the bend, making the inside curve from the 

       ( Above: Jerry is laying roadbed and track. )
  interchange area around to where the staging area will 
  eventually be built, rounding the “temporary” end of 
  that peninsula, and now stops about 3 feet short of 
  Houston Harbor.  And, track is being laid from that 
  point back towards the Helix.
     John and Don will have the electronic drawers in-
  stalled under T-55 soon.  Then we can cover that with 
  decking, and roadbed and tracklaying will commence 
  through Houston Harbor area and on into Houston and 
  environs.
     On the 53” level, the Tower 55 area has had the ½” 
  base layer of plywood fastened down, and is fixing to 

  
 get 1” and ½” foam glued down.  As soon as we get 
  a 5’ x 5’ piece of ½” plywood Darrell’s 1:1 track plan 
  for Tower 55 will be transferred to the plywood, and 
  roadbed and track laying can commence on that.  The 
  idea here is to do all the T-55 roadbed and track laying 
  work “off layout”, thoroughly test it, then simply place 
  the entire sheet into the proper spot on the layout    
  benchwork, and fill in around it as necessary.  Depend-
  ing on exactly how the turnouts get constructed, all the 
  “stability critical” turnouts, cross-overs, and crossings 
  should fit onto the 5’ x 5’ sheet, giving us the stability 
  required for smooth, FUN operation.  Some of the turn
  outs will be standard ‘off the shelf’ turnouts, but others 
  may need to be hand-laid, as will a couple of odd angle 
  crossings.
     Jerry also has most of the 53” level foam sheets glued 
  down, and the mainline centerline marked.  Roadbed 
  and track laying can begin through those areas ASAP.  
  Mike (Mr. Helix) has redone the Dallas entrance/exit to 
  the Helix on the 53” level, and is beginning to wire up 
  the Helix track.  Mike G. also rebuilt the small portion 
  of Dallas benchwork at the back left side of the aisle, 
  where the narrow shelf bringing the main from the 
  Ft. Worth area (over Houston on the 28” level) into the 
  west side of Dallas and the passenger station, so that 
  the mainline could hug the fascia, not run down the 
  middle of the level.
     Which brings us to our next challenge: a track plan 
  for Dallas.  It looks like the available space will not 
  support the level of passenger operations we envi-
  sioned.  “Selective compression” will be the key phrase 
  there.
     Joe Batson’s scenery clinic was good, but only spar-
  sely attended, which was somewhat disappointing.  I 
  had Grandson Jack with me (the YMR group finished 
  their meeting an hour before Joe started), and once Joe 
  had showed us his techniques for carving and coloring, 
  Jack was the first one who volunteered to do a section.  
  He did surprisingly well, proving that model railroad-
  ing is for people of ALL ages.
     That’s it for this month.  We are getting there, and 
  there is still a LOT of work to be done, so everyone 
  possible needs to pitch in, even if for only one night per 
  week.
  Keep it on the rails with the greasy side down!

  Clarence Zink
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  The CDO’s 
 Parlor Car  

 That  

 

    

       

 
     

  

    

  
    

    

  
  ( Continued on Page 9 ............ )
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   From The CDO’ s
  Parlor Car
       TRAIN SHOW UPDATE:

     As most of you are aware, in 2014, the Novem-
  ber Fort Worth train show relocated to Plano 
  and set their date to two weeks before ours.  
  This year, it has been set even closer to the
  weekend immediately preceding our train show.  
  Because of these developments, it quickly be-
  came clear that the only way we could salvage 
  our show was to differentiate ourselves from the 
  Plano show, and broaden our target market.

  With that in mind, we made the transition to a 
  Family-Oriented format. This format will help 
  us broaden our target market to include the 
  whole family, and not just primarily model train 
  enthusiasts. 

 

         
    
 

  (  Above: We will have a Lego Train layout on
    display at our next Train Show in October. )
  
  In keeping with our new theme, I have partner-
  ed up with David Hawkins. David, and his wife 
  Victoria, own a LEGO store called Dallas Bricks 
  (www.dallasbricks.com). David is a member of 
  two LEGO train groups, the Texas Brick Rail-

  

   ( Above:  Lego Train layouts appeal to young
    people we are targeting for our 3 rd Train
    Show this October 8 & 9th, 2016.)

  road (texasbrickrr.com) and also the DFW 
  LEGO group (www.dfwlug.com). David has 
  committed to providing our train show with an 
  impressive LEGO train layout display that we 
  will use as our featured attraction. David tells 
  me that their experience is that LEGO draws 
  families, and that is great for model train 
  shows. Take a look at the websites to see some 
  of the displays they have set up before.  Their 
  goal is “To bring high-quality, interactive lay-
  outs to both train shows and LEGO events” and 
  “to improve the quality, quantity, and visibility 
  of LEGO model railroading throughout the 
  great nation of Texas and beyond!”

  I firmly believe that with the addition of this 
  featured attraction (and some others we are 
  working on), together with our expanded adver-
  tising, we will make a significant impact on our 
  attendance numbers.

  In closing, I just have to say I have discovered 
  that being forced to think outside the box is a 
  GOOD THING! Who Knew?!

      Kim Hays



   9         July   2016                                                                The  STAR

     Joe’s Rock scenery
   clinic highlights
     A few weeks ago, Club member and MMR
  Joe Batson presented a scenery clinic about mak-
  ing rocks out of molding plaster, and coloring them 
  with cement chalk hues.
     After showing us how to mix up a batch of ‘mud’, he
  applies the wet mixture to a section to an area of the 
  layout that had been prepared with a sub-structure of 
  styrofoam, cardboard box slatting and plaster gauze.
  While the mud is still moist, Joe carves into the mold-
  ing plaster with a dull hobby flat 3/4” tool creating the
  strata lines and creavices found in rocks and rock cuts
  found along railroad tracks in our area. Then Joe
  brushes in the different colored chalks into the surface 
  of the rock face. The final step is to spray the chalks 
  with a fine mist of water from a spray bottle.
  

     

 

  
 

  ( Below Left: Joe applies the molding plaster to the
    sub-structure for rock scenery. Above: Joe’s
   grandson Matt is applying colored cement chalk
   to a section of still wet rock, tamping the powder in-
   to the strata and organic shapes of the rocks.)

  ( Gary Cox mixes up some molding plaster to apply
  to the sub-structure as part of the clinic. The bot-
  tom photo shows the results from the six modelers
  that took a try at this amazing technique proving
  how well the technique works for making nice rocks.
  Further applications will get better results in time.)
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Clean UP Crew
JANUARY 2015

DARRELL COWLES
David Hall
Bob Hunt

Ken Roose

THE TEXAS WESTERN
STAR
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2016 JULY BIRTHDAYS

                                         

                       Ryan Zamarron  7/1               Dave Kohler  7/4               Mike Corley  7/15          David Wood  7/26   

THE TEXAS WESTERN 
STAR

Clean UP Crew
JULY 2016

 
Dick Mucker
Ryan Zamarron

Shana Zamarron
Joe Batson

Texas Western Railroad Association
6808 Forest Hill Drive, Forest Hill, TX


