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Benchwork Phase 1 
is still Priority # One

The benchwork crew @ the TWMRC needs more club members 
to pitch in & help us build YOUR layout! Please come on down

when you can to lend a hand.  This is merely a request not meant 
to sound like a lecture. After all we can contribute in many ways 
as club members. We can make “contributions” to this club soc-
ially, monetarily, & by sharing our modeling skills and our desire

to learn more skills and railroading knowledge. 

You can contact board member Jim Wallace for what needs 
the most attention or just head on down on Tuesdays from 4pm 
- 9pm, Thursdays 4pm - 9pm, or on Saturdays from 3pm - 9pm. 

Much of the general work requires 1-2 member teams and 
though its helpful to have some basic tools, often we can use 

your help just holding the level, cutting studs on the club provid-
ed saws, or using the crimping tools or metal snips to fabricate

the metal studs and fittings.

( this article is continued on page 3.......)
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   From The 
  Business Car

 Decisions.  Lots of deci-
 sions.   
     What color do we pick for the 
 fascia, sky, lower wall, type of swi-
 tches, track plan, staging plan, 
 control system, lighting…oh, boy 
 lighting?  So many more things to 
 decide and do as the layout comes 
 together.  All of these decisions 
 and many more, are required to 
 build this layout and are having to 
 be made weekly at the club. Some 
 of the most impactful such as fas-
 cia color will be on Business Meet-
 ing agendas; others will not and 
 must be decided as they are built.  
 If building crews waited to dis-
 cuss every decision at a Business 
 Meeting, we would just now be 
 deciding whether the new layout 
 would have one or two levels, and 
 next month we might talk about 
 construction techniques.  Seri-
 ously.  If you have come to the 
 club and found something done, 
 and you didn’t know how it was 
 going to be done previously, you 
 missed helping make the decision 
 by not being present.  Yes, many 
 of us (I also) still work for food 
 each day; but, we are still mem-
 bers and the club needs and de-
 sires your input when possible.   
     Your layout construction is get -
 ting to the point where we will 
 be painting backdrops, planning 
  

 and constructing new builings for 
 specific locations on the layout, 
 laying track, roads, and scenery.  
 Several members attended the  
 clinics for east Texas pine trees, 
 and we will have more clinics in 
 the near future for building de-
 ciduous trees such as oaks and 
 cottonwoods.  We will have clinics 
 for many aspects of layout con-
 struction for two reasons: 1) the  
 layout should look uniform in ap-
 pearance no matter which mem-
 ber did the work. 2) everyone will 
 have the opportunity to learn new 
 skills at the clinics. 

 Don’t forget the (NRHS) 24 Hrs 
 at Saginaw May 22nd-23rd.  7pm
 - 7pm. We will have a table at the 
 event and be handing out flyers 
 for the club and upcoming Train 
 Show.

  Darrell Cowles
 

                                      
  The STAR
  is published by
  The Texas Western
  Model Railroad Club
  & The Texas West-
  ern Railroad Assoc-
  iation, A 501c Non-
  Profit Organization.
  Visit our web site:
  www.twmrc.org
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   ( Continued from page 1...... )
 Attending just a few work sessions 

 you can see the various jobs 
and procedures being used to 

build the benchwork. Aside from
 the stick building, there is sheet-
rocking and painting. Spackling

and sanding, putting up the over-
head vallancing and outer

paneling.

Putting blue painters masking
tape down and working with a
paint roller and brushes to put 

down the primer and Texas West-
ern blue paint on the backdrops is 
a small but valuable way to help

with the benchwork building 
process. Any help you can give

us helps us get closer to 
laying track and running trains

again.

We’ve come a long way in just 
under one year with getting 

the layout built. We started with
lots of helpers and enthusiasm
and now we need to keep it 

going. We’d like to have 
some track laid in time for our 

train show this fall. Granted
these are goals and if we

don’t get there by then, we will
get there soon enough.

David Hall & Gary Cox have been
putting the return loop ( a temp-
orary solution until the 2nd helix

is started ) in just past where
 the T&P passenger station will

sit and the Santa Fe depot
will be located. This way, we
can start running trains and

laying in scenery on phase one
of our layout. There are a couple
of schools of thought regarding

building the entire layout or
stopping and getting part of the

layout running and allow the 
benchworking crew to take a

breather to work on track laying, 
putting in tortoise switch machines

and putting in some scenery.

June Business 
Meeting

Thurs., June 4
@

7 PM 

( Above Photo:  David Hall, a 
high school teacher puts a test 
together for his students before 

the end of the school year. 
David joined the club last sum-

mer. He has worked on the 
benchwork, spackling, painting 

on the new layout.)

  Obviously with more workers help-
 to build the layout, we can start

 building the second helix and get
 the second phase of the layout

 under way sooner. But, this is a vol-
 unteer organization and with the
 current amount of members that

 are volunteering it is moving along
 much slower than our initial in-

 volvement back in April of 2014,
 when we started the South helix

 in our new building.

( photo: South Helix - April 2014 )
  We lost two members last month

 and I don’t want to lose anymore, 
 please know I am just asking those

 that have some extra time to 
 come on down to the club.

There are many ways to make 
contributions to our club, for me
one of the best ones is the social
aspects of working with friends

and developing friendships along 
the way. Work relationships are

good too, but often the friendships
made within a club like the Texas 
Western can prove to be heart

warming and lasting many years
in a special way, in part because 
we all share a love for building an
experience that can touch many 
souls young and old. Sometimes
its hard to know or find a way to

fit into a model RR club & to partici-
pate.  We need your dues too, and 
if that’s all you got, that’s ENOUGH! 

The TWMRC is a nice club, come 
by and play with us as we build 

OUR awesome 2nd layout!

                          Chris Galvin 
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  The CFO Flyer
 Howdy folks,
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  The CFO Flyer

  Howdy Folks,

  This month I thought I would describe the dif-
  ference between cash and accrual accounting...  
  Just kidding, but I will tell you about my visit
  with McIlvain and Associates our CPA.  First 
  of all, our books are solid but too detailed.  Yes, 
  too detailed, so I am endeavoring to combine
  some categories of spending and make it sim-
  pler.  Our CPA also advised us on how to devel-
  op a real cost of our layout, so I am changing 
  the records of all the money we’ve spent and 
  donations received for the layout from expenses 
  to assets.  The result will be an exact cost of
  what we have spent on the layout plus all the 
  donations of materials. I’ll include that number 
  in my monthly business meeting report.

  We really appreciate everyone paying their   
  dues. Please continue!

  Happy rails,
      

   Mike Corley
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  The CAO’s
 Baggage Car
     

     Membership!!!  We need to grow it.  Last 
 month we received the resignation of two great mem-
 bers.  Their reasons for leaving were related to their 
 personal lives and not because of issues at the Club.  
 We hope that both will return to our Club roles at 
 some point in the future.  That leaves a void in our 
 monthly finances and a gap in available workers for 
 the layout and Train Show.  We need to recruit new 
 members to fill these positions, and more.  Please 
 talk up the Club when you are out shopping your 
 local hobby shop or attending a train related func-
 tion.  Kim will be heavily advertising our Club at 
 multiple events over the summer.  If she asks you to 
 lend a hand manning a booth or passing out flyers,  
 please consider assisting.   

     The Train Show is fast approaching.  Darrell and
 I spent a Saturday last month taking accurate room 
 measurements at the Forest Hill Civic Center.  We 
 won’t have the “oops” issues this year of the tables 
 not fitting as we designed them.   Fortunately we 
 only had one room last year that required an “on the 
 fly” redesign of the vendor tables last year.  The 
 Civic Center is giving us more rooms to occupy 
 downstairs this year so we want to make sure we can 
 fit as many vendors downstairs as possible.  Our goal 
 is to have most of the vendors on the ground floor  

 with all off the layouts upstairs.  We’ll be making 
 a few other tweaks here and there but all in all the 
 Show last year was an operational success.  Not bad 
 for a first time event.  Of course it didn’t hurt having 
 a convention event setup specialist assisting – thanks 
 again Ryan and Shana Zamarron.  And congratula-
 tions on the wedding last month!!!  Another huge  
 success with last year’s Show was our Club member 
 assistance to the vendors.  There is no other show be-
 ing run that offers the setup and takedown assistance  
 that we do.  It was so popular with the vendors that 
 

 

 ( Above: Congratulations to Newlyweds Shana &    
   Ryan Zamarron! )
 they are pressuring other venues to help “like the 
 Texas Western does”.  One other event coordinator 
  actually wrote it into their vendor packet that they 
 would not provide assistance to the vendors with 
 setup and takedown. Those few extra hours and 
 strain on our backs makes us stand out as an elite 
 Train Show event in the state of Texas.  Way to go 
 folks!!!

                                       Jay H2O’s
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  THE TRAIN SCHEDULE
   Upcoming Meetings, Events, 
   Shows & Clinics
  

   JUNE 2015
  4th -  May Business
  Meeting, 7p - 9p, will he held
  at 6808 Forest Hill Dr, Forest
  Hill, TX, Thursday

  6th - Work Day, 3p - 9p,
  Saturday. 

  6th - Youth Model Railroad-
  ing Meeting, 10a - 12 Noon, 
  at  TWMRC club house, Satur-
  day.
  
   11th- Work Night, 7p - 
  9:30p, Thursday
  
  13th - Work Day, 3p - 9p,
  Saturday
  
  18th -  Work Night, 
  7p - 9:30 p, Thursday

  20th - Work Day, 3p - 9p,
  Saturday

  
  
  

    
  22ND - 28TH, - The Santa Fe
  Railway Historical & Model-
  ing Society 2015 Annual
  Convention in Addison, TX
  www.atsfrr.net
  The Texas Express

  25th -  Work Night, 
  7p - 9:30 p, Thursday
   
  27th - Work Day, 3p - 9p,
  Saturday

  29TH - HAPPY BIRTHDAY
  CLARENCE ZINK

  JULY 2015

   2nd - Regular Club Meeting
   7 PM.
  
   4th - Work Day, 3p - 9p,
   Saturday, Fourth of July!
  
  22nd - 25th, Lone Star 
  Region 2015 Convention,
  Beaumont, TX, for more info:
  http://lsr2015.com/ 
  Tex-La Doodlebug, Register
  prior to June 7, is $90. after
  wards its $100.

  

  National Narrow Gauge
  Convention, Houston,
  TX

  September 2 - 5, 2015 

  at Royal Sonesta
  Houston,

  www.nngc-2015.com
  $95. before July 1st
  Everyone is Welcome !
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   Layout Design,
   Episode II
  Howdy folks,
  Have you ever wondered what 
  information it takes to design, build, 
  and operate a model railroad? This 
  is the continuation of an article ans- 
  wering that question. Last time, we 
  presented some basic information 
  about a railroad, e.g,. railroad  
  name, era, divisions, branches, 
  yard names, primary gateways to 
  other railroads, and connections to 
  other yards. This article will discuss 
  online structure standards and 
  styles, structure color schemes 
  including roof coverings, mainline 
  ballast colors, siding ballast colors, 
  yard ballast colors, and signal 
  styles and use.

  So, what are online structure stan-
  dards?  It is simple, online means 
  they are railroad structures next to 
  the track and can be stations, frei- 
  ght houses, speeder sheds, water 
  tanks, fuel tanks, sanding towers, 
  coaling towers, loading ramps, etc.  
  Structure standards define and de-
  scribe materials used for construc-
  tion, architectural styles, types and 
  colors of roofing, locations of struc-
  tures with respect to the track, and 
  when and where the structures will 
  be used. Structure standards usu-
  ally have drawings, diagrams and 
  pictures. 

 
 

 

  Ballast colors vary by railroad and 
  are usually from either a railroad 
  standard quarry or from the cheap-
  est source. Ballast sources 
  change over time, so it is possible 
  to see ballast of different colors 
  and materials on the same rail-
  road. Yards may start with bright 
  white granite ballast, but coal dust, 
  oil suet, water, grease and the sun 
  will change the colors over time.  
  Sidings may have different ties, 
  rail, and ballast than the mainline.

  Most standard gauge railroads 
  have signaling standards. The 
  standards are not only the style 
  of signal, but includes their lo-
  cations and what the signals 
  represent, e.g., stop, proceed 
  with caution, siding occupied.  
  

  Crossing signals or warnings 
  also fall into this category.  The 
  grade crossing standard in-
  cludes when and where auto-
  mated crossings or simple signs 
  will be used. Another interesting 
  details is warning signs around 
  rail yards and track. 

 

   On the Texas Western, we will 
  have the structure standards of 
  seven railroads scattered across 
  the layout. That means that we will 
  have buildings, signals, ballast, 
  

  and loading ramps of many differ-
  ent styles and colors. You should 
  be able to recognize which railroad 
  a station belongs to by the color 
  painted, roofing used, and archi-
  tectural style of the structure. Our 
  new layout promises to be very 
  interesting to see! 
 
  

 

  
  I hope this brief description of stan-
  dards helps you better understand 
  what it takes to design, build, and 
  operate a model railroad. Next 
  time we’ll take a look at whistle 
  and bell standards radio or tele-
  phone rules, Standard Operating 
  Procedures, and the Timetable 
  and Rule Book.  Until then...

  Mike Corley
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  24 Hours @
 Saginaw ReCap

     TWMRC members attended the 10th 
 Anniversary railfanning event 24 hours @ Sag-
 inaw, May 22-23. BNSF, U.P., Ft. Worth & West-
 ern and Amtrak trains passed by the little 
 wooden depot in Saginaw on Main Street 
 from 7pm Friday to 7pm on Saturday.
      All totalled 48 trains passed were counted 
 by fans, according to Skip Waters, of the North 
 Texas Chapter of the National Railway Histori-
 cal Society.
     The event was free, but everyone was en-
 couraged to donate $5. to help offset the lia-
 bility insurance the city requires to have the 
 yearly event. Activities included viewing slide 
 & power point presentations by members of 
 the non-profit organization that include sounds 
 of trains or the presenters favorite music genre 
 dubbed in for flavor. Some presenters share 
 their knowledge about the locations & some
 trains history and the whereabouts of each 
 photo.
      The event draws a couple hundred railfans  
 from all over Texas and the U.S. This year there
 were folks from Alaska, New Jersey, Louisiana
 and Arkansas in attendance. This is a family 
 friendly event and all ages are welcome and
 do come out and participate. There were sev-
 eral Father/Son spottings this year as well.

 
  

  Texas Western club President, Darrell Cow-
 les was one of the presenters. He and fellow
 board members, Jim Wallace, Jay Waters, a-
 long with members Jerry Fussell, Hutch Hinton,
 Joe Batson, and yours truly were on hand on
 Friday night taking in the festivities. Darrell pre-
 sented a one hour talk about the club and
 and shared our plans for our new layout and 
 museum at the 10 pm slot. Darrell was to pres-
 ent again on Saturday morning and appear 
 on the live internet simulcast, “Let’s Talk Trains” 
 hosted by Skip Waters on Saturday from 24 Hrs 
 @ Saginaw.  
    Other presenters included the official photo-
 grapher for the BNSF, and the Fort Worth & 
 Western, as well as for Union Pacific, Ken 
 Fitzgerald.  He gave a nice presentation of 
 some of the assignments he goes out on loca-
 tion to shoot for these railroads. Another pre-
 senter was the noted railroad historian, rail- 
 road video producer and writer, Steve Allen  
 Goen. Much of the railroad knowledge that 
 we are seeking for the Texas Westerns’ new 
 layout can be found in the many railroad 
 publications that Mr. Goen has authored 
 about the railroads that traversed thru Fort 
 Worth and Dallas in 1940’s & 50’s.  He premeir-
 ed his new DVD, “Santa Fe’s La Junta, Raton,
 & Denver Subs”. Also, noted railroad historian
 Forrest Becht, from Louisiana, presented a
 presentation on Amarillo and the trains that
 pass thru there and noted public accessible
  ( Continued on page 9 ...... )
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   ( Continued from page 8 ...... )
 photographing spots for getting good rail re-
 lated photo’s. And one of the highlights of all
 the presentations is presented by Skip Waters,
 titled, “Crash at Crush”, Revisited. Skip shares 
 the infamous Katy Railroads staged trainwreck
 from the late 1800’s in West, Texas.
  Besides the slide shows, there is a silent auc-
 tion, raffle and door prizes, and an Operation
 Lifesaver presentation by Ed Hobbs, an Amtrak
 Engineer., pizza and bottled water for partici-
 pants, with a pass the hat to cover the costs.
     Another highlight of the 2015 version of the 
 24 HR show was the locomotive airhorn dis-
 play & demonstration by Ken Fitzgerald on 
 Saturday. He brought an air compressor and 
 some of his air horn collection out to the 
 grounds, so that everyone could hear the dif-
 ference between a Nathan & a Leslie train
 horn.

     Many photographers ascend on this annual
 event each year and many top-notch photo’s
 are made trackside. A couple of my railroad
 photographer friends were there adding to 
 their photo collections, Jerry Nunn, & Charlie
 Biel have been taking RR pictures for many
 years and both find the yearly event to be a
 must attend event.
  The Saginaw depot, not the original depot, 
 by the way, but one that was relocated to 
 here from Kosse, Texas in 2000. The Depot is
 the former Houston & Texas Central from 
 Kosse. There is ample free parking onsite as
 well as clean restrooms both inside the depot
 and in a small building next the depot that is

      
 usually open thru out the daytime hours year round.
 There is a large grassy area between the parking 
 lot and the railroad tracks, and is a safe distance
 from the trains. It’s nice because you can either sit
 comfortably in your car or put your lawn chairs or a
 blanket on the ground (if it’s NOT raining, as was the
 case this year).
  Operation Lifesaver put on a safety clinic to start
 the event and had literature and pencils, and key-
 chains to pass out for everyone!

  TWMRCer’s enjoyed networking with other
 railroad buffs young & old, and we all look for-
 ward to attending again NEXT YEAR!!!

  Chris Galvin
     

 DON’T FORGET TO ORDER  
 YOUR OWN COPY OF THE 
 NEW SOUTHERN PACIFIC 
 BOOK, 
 Southern Pacific’s Eastern Lines 1946-1996., 
 sponsored by the North Texas Chapter 
 of the NRHS! Written by David M. Bernstein, for 
 sale thru the NTC NRHS, for $69.95 ea. + 8.25% 
 sales tax. 
 
 Orders & Info: northtexaschapternrhs@gmail.com
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY - JUNE  2015

                                      Clarence Zink  6/29                       

THE TEXAS WESTERN 
STAR
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JUNE 2015

JAY WATERS
Gary Cox

Jerry Fussell
Michael Galligan

Texas Western Railroad Association
6808 Forest Hill Drive, Forest Hill, TX  


