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Club Member Ken Marcoux 
is building a H.O. scale 
model of Tower 55 for the 
club layout.
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Our Club Hosted the 
North Texas Chapter of
the National Railway

Historical Society in April.

Wayne Smith, President of the NTC NRHS leads the April 2015 
Monthly Meeting at the Texas Western Clubhouse last month. 

About 10-15 members from their club and from the Texas Western 
attended.  Wayne shared with us that their big event, “24 Hours @ 
Saginaw” is celebrating its 10th year this coming May 22-23rd at 

the Saginaw Main Street Depot.  

Our club President Darrell Cowles will be one of the presenters 
at the annual railfanning event. Darrell’s presentation will focus 
on our club’s new layout design and he will share our club goal 
to build a prototypical model railroad of the major railroads that 

passed thru Fort Worth and Tower 55.  Club member Hutch Hinton 
will also display his H.O. Modular layout at the event in Saginaw.
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   From The 
  Business Car

 Spring is here and along  
  with the change of seasons comes 
  increased yard duties and out-
  door family activities.  At the 
  Texas Western we are getting to  
  the stage were we will be plant-
  ing some outdoor scenery also 
  and I have had several members 
  express interest in a tree-making 
  clinic specializing in pine trees 
  from East Texas.  The club owns 
  a McKinsey Tree Machine and 
  I will be donating a buffet table 
  that we will permanently mount 
  it upon.  I have been researching 
  the pine trees of East Texas and 
  will have some handouts showing 
  the species we will model as well 
  as some examples to use as 
  guides.  I am offering a tree mak-
  ing clinic on May 2nd at 7:00 
  PM for anyone interested in help-
  ing to forest the logging area. You 
  will need some light leather 
  gloves and a pair of good wire 
  cutters will be helpful also.     
     We hosted the National Railway 
  Historical Society this past month 
  and I believe we created some 
  interest in their membership for 
  what we are trying to do.  Skip 
  Waters said at the end of the 
  meeting that they knew of many    
  other model train clubs that were 
  building, but that he did not 
  know of any that had the clear 
 

  vision and goals that the Texas 
  Western has.  I told him that we 
  have the membership to make 
  this happen and we want to be- 
  come a destination for anyone 
  interested in prototype railroad 
  operations, history of Fort 
  Worth’s Tower 55, or in seeing a 
  unique, cutting edge model rail-
  road.  Thank you to everyone 
  that helped get the club ready 
  and were there to apply spit and 
  polish as needed.

  I never realized that Don Hays 
  was an expert with a mop!  Wow!  
  We made a good impression for 
  all that came to visit.  The NRHS 
  also has their book on the eastern
  end of the Southern Pacific out 
  now and after looking though 
  mine, I recommend it highly.
     The BOD will be kicking into 
  high gear with Train Show plan-
  ning and details starting this 
  month. Kim has been placing ads 
  in publications and finding ways 
  that are cost-efficient for us to ad-
  vertise.  I will have more of the  
  orange flyers at the club for ev-
  eryone to give out, especially to 
  dealers at train shows.
  ( continued on page 3................)
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  The track exiting the helix on 
  the bottom level and into stag- 
  ing is being designed and twea-
  ked by our own TWMRC Mac- 
  Gyver, so Jim will have this in  
  soon.  As soon as he has the 
  mainline established, we will 
  need help laying track behind 
  the sawmill and steel mill areas.  
  Volunteer? See you at the meet-
  ing May 7th, bring raffle money 
  as we will have some very nice 
  items to win!
  
  See you at the meeting!

  Darrell Cowles  CEO, 2015

May Business 
Meeting

Thurs., May 7
@

7 PM 

( Above Photo:  Ken Marcoux 
is building the windows for the 
Tower 55 model he is building 

for the club layout.)

  

     
  ( Skip Waters is in the Club
  House at the April NRHS NTC
  meeting talking all things
  trains.....).
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  The CFO Flyer
 Howdy folks,
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  The CFO Flyer

  Howdy Folks,
 
   Just how does the CFO manage your TWMRC 
  money?  Last month the CFO Flyer described 
  how we manage the club’s income.  We also fol-
  lowed dues income through the monthly re-
  cording process. This month we’ll explore the 
  expense process. The expense process records 
  and categorizes the club’s purchases. The six 
  accounting buckets or programs we used last 
  month will be used again.  You may recall 
  them:  administrative, building purchase, 
  community support, fund raising, layout con-
  struction, and train show.
 
  Our normal expenses are either recurring, i.e., 
  occur every month (electricity) or ad hoc, i.e. 
  for a specific need (a box of screws for the lay-
  out).  Our monthly expenses are usually gas, 
  electricity, water, sewer, insurance, building 
  security, building lease, layout construction 
  materials, building maintenance, telephone, 
  Internet access, website, and advertisement.
 
      
 
  
     

   

  When I write a check, I record a purchase or-
  der number on the check and attach the invoice 
  to the purchase order.  Next I record the ex-
  pense in Quickbooks based on the purpose of 
  the purchase (usually described on the Purchase 
  Order).  The exception to this process is re-
  curring expenses, which are mostly debited 
  automatically by the bank (we still pay our 
  lease by a monthly check). Quickbooks recog-
  nizes these expenses and puts them into the 
  proper program and expense category, for 
  example, Vonage, our telephone provider, is 
  recorded as a Telecommunications expense, cat-
  egorized an administrative program cost, and 
  deducted from our bank balance.  Every ex-
  pense is handled in a similar manner. 
 
  That’s enough of this boring stuff.  I hope you 
  understand the length we go to for the club’s 
  money management. By the way, we filed our 
  2014 Franchise Tax Statement with the State of 
  Texas and a 2014 Form 990 Non-Profit tax with 
  the US Internal Revenue Service both long 
  before the deadlines.

Mike Corley
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  The CAO’s
 Baggage Car
     

     Spring is in the air – and so is the pollen!!!  
  With everything good, like the bluebonnets and ot-
  her spring flowers, we must endure the not so good.  
  Our layout is much the same.  I can see the begin-
  nings of an East Texas logging hill, sawmill and steel 
  mill sprouting up from the raw metal benchwork.  
  With that comes the “mess” of drywall dust, insu-
  lation crumbs, paint drips, etc.  So as a reminder, 
  please clean up after yourself or if you see a need, 
  grab a broom.  Jim and company did a good job 
  of making the Club presentable for us to host the  
  National Railway Historical Society meeting.  Let’s 
  try to keep the building uncluttered and relatively 
  clean.  It makes the layout construction go smoother  
  and keeps us safe too.  
     

  It’s exciting to see the start of roadbed on the layout.  
  That is the first sign that an operating railroad is 
  about to sprout.  Just like every other construction 
  project I’ve been involved with for 26 years as an 
  architect, our layout is experiencing schedule delays.  
  It has taken longer to build the benchwork because 
  metal studs are a new process.  Thanks to the inge-
  nuity and resourcefulness of several members we 
  have a state of the art “skeleton” to support our 
  layout.  Figuring out how to light the layout and 
  control that lighting has taken teamwork and out of 
  the box thinking as well.  

  To do an “off the shelf”  installation would have 
  cost thousands of dollars in equipment.  Once again,  
  various members have put on their thinking caps 
  and come up with a solution that is well within our 
  budget and appears to be an operational success.  
  The bottom line it that to build it right takes time 
  and patience.  We don’t want to rush ahead just 
  to realize we’ve made a mistake and have to tear 
  something out and start over.  I do hope that we 
  have trains running for the Train Show in Octo- 
  ber, but I don’t want to achieve this goal by cutting 
  corners.    

    I hope we can all agree on that.  Ken Marcoux is 
  back at work resurrecting Houston. The models sus-
  tained some damage in the move and Ken is careful-
  ly getting them repaired and ready to take their 
  place on the new layout.  And more exciting is the 
  start of construction on Tower 55!!!  This iconic 
  structure has been the centerpiece of all of our dis-
  cussions, designs, and dreams for the new layout.  
  Getting this structure built and installed will be a 
  momentous occasion for our Club.  I can’t wait!!! 

     Jay H2O’s
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  THE TRAIN SCHEDULE
   Upcoming Meetings, Events, 
   Shows & Clinics
  

   MAY 2015
  2nd - Work Day, 3p - 9p,
  Saturday. *  Pine Tree Clinic
  starts at 7 pm, check with 
  Darrell for materials list.

  2nd - Youth Model Railroad-
  ing Meeting, 10a - 12 Noon, 
  at  TWMRC club house, Satur-
  day.

  5th - HAPPY BIRTHDAY
  DARRELL COWLES
  
  7th -  May Business
  Meeting, 7p - 9p, will he held
  at 6808 Forest Hill Dr, Forest
  Hill, TX, Thursday
  9th- Work Night, 7p - 9:30p,
  Thursday
  
  9th - Work Day, 3p - 9p,
  Saturday
  
  14th -  Work Night, 
  7p - 9:30 p, Thursday

  16th - HAPPY BIRTHDAY
  KIMBERLY HINTON

  18th - Work Day, 3p - 9p,
  Saturday

  22nd -  23rd -  24 Hours @
  Saginaw, NRHS, North Texas
  Chapter Event, Starts Friday,
  May 22 at 7 pm runs till Sat.
  May 23 at 7 pm at the Depot 
  on Main Street, Saginaw, TX
 
  23RD - HAPPY BIRTHDAY
  BOB HUNT

  16th - Work Day, 3p - 9p,
  Saturday
  
  21st -  Work Night, 
  7p - 9:30 p, Thursday
   
  23rd - Work Day, 3p - 9p,
  Saturday
  
  28th - Work Night, 7p -
  9:30 p, Thursday

  30th - Work Day, 3p - 9p,
  Saturday

  JUNE 2015

   4TH - Regular Club Meeting
   7 PM.
  

  National Narrow Gauge
  Convention, Houston,
  TX

  September 2 - 5, 2015 

  at Royal Sonesta
  Houston,

  www.nngc-2015.com
  $95. before July 1st
  Everyone is Welcome !
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   New Layout
  Photo’s
 
 

 

  

    

 
 

 

  

( Lots of blue paint is being ap-
  plied on sheetrock on top two  
levels and base lavender on the 
lower level will compliment the 
carpet on the lower walls thru out 
the clubhouse. ) Photo’s by: 
Chris Galvin.
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  From The CDO’s
 Parlor Car

     All online advertising has been sub-
  mitted. If you have any suggestions for addi- 
  tional online advertising,  please contact me   
  at cdo@twmrc.org  By getting the word out, we 
  hope to do just that! Suggestions are welcome.  
  I have done an internet search for both the 
  club name and the train show.  All references 
  that can be updated have been. There are still 
  a number of obsolete references that are perma-
  nent because the associated website is no long-
  er live. 

  Next, thanks to everyone who came the NTC 
  NRHS meeting April 7th. We had a great 
  turnout.  This is a great group for us to partner 
  with to develop the historical data we need to 
  accurately develop our new layout. Remember, 
  the 10th anniversary of their flagship event “24 
  Hours at Saginaw” is Memorial Day weekend. 
  It will run from Friday, May 22nd at 7 PM to 
  Saturday, May 23rd at 7 PM.  Thanks to every-
  one who has been assisting in upgrading 
  Hutch’s display for the event. We will also be 
  promoting our train show and our new layout 
  at the event. We will have a display and will be 
  giving a presentation on the historical purposes 
  and building plans of our new layout. Presentat-
  ion times will be announced.  We also hope to 
  bring this presentation to other events to fur-
  ther publicize our train show and the layout. If 
  you have any events you would like me to at-
  tend, please let me know. This year is all about  
  getting attendance numbers up at the train 
  show.  By getting the word out, we hope to do 
  just that!

 
  

  Finally, I will be sending out emails both to 
  local train clubs and to individuals on our
  email list. Email solicitations still remain one 
  of the best forms of direct advertising. Let me 
  know if you have anyone you would like to see 
  on the list. I will check to see if they are on the 
  email list, and if they aren’t, I will add them to 
  it. 

  The month of May will certainly be a busy one! 
  Best – 

 
     
    Kimberly Hinton
    
    Chief Development Officer
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 TWMRC Arborists meet to   
 study the Pinus Palustris and 
 Pinus Taeda 
 By Darrell Cowles

     The past 2 Saturday evenings at the 
  TWMRC in Forest Hill were filled with interested 
  arborists learning about the pines of east 
  Texas that will fill the logging area of the new 
  layout.  Research was presented and ex-
  amples shown of both typical pine trees 
  found during the era of our current layout.

     The pinus palustris, or long leaf pine was a 
  much sought after species in the late 1800’s 
  and were actually harvested completely 
  in east Texas by the late 1910s.  This tree 
  produced excellent wood and the largest 
  specimens reached the height of 115-125’ 
  and 28” in diameter.  In HO scale this is about 
  15” tall and 3/8” in diameter with about 1/3 
  of the top surrounded by the leaf canopy.  
  The pinus taeda, or Loblolly pine was also 
  sought as the tree was approximately the 
  same height but produced a much larger 
  girth at 58” for the largest trees; in HO scale 
  this is about 5/8” in diameter and again 15” 
  tall.  
     The members present were shown how to 
  use the McKenzie Brothers Timber Company 
  tree machine owned by the TWMRC and 
  several methods for shaping tree trunks from 
  balsa.  Clarence Zink also furnished stems cut 
  from his crepe myrtle trees which also pro-
  duce a nice tree trunk.  After demonstrations 
  on construction of the trunks and tree tops by 
  the author, the participants all took turns con-

     
  structing and finishing complete trees which 
  are currently displayed on the logging helix to 
  showcase the scale.  For anyone who missed 
  this clinic, we will hold another in late July or 
  August; we ask that you do not use the tree 
  machine until you have attended a clinic, 
  please.  Past experience has shown that 
  without attending the clinic there are few 
  trees produced that will be acceptable for 
  the layout use.

                                                   

  
     

  For anyone
  interested in
  purchasing 
  their own tree
  making mach-
  ine, this is the 
  link to the web-
  site.....

  http://www.mckenziebrotherstimberco.com/

  Darrell Cowles
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Clean UP Crew
JANUARY 2015

DARRELL COWLES
David Hall
Bob Hunt

Ken Roose

THE TEXAS WESTERN
STAR
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY - MAY  2015

                               Darrell Cowles  5/5        Kimberly Hinton  5/16                         Bob Hunt  5/23

THE TEXAS WESTERN 
STAR

Clean UP Crew
MAY 2015

KIMBERLY HINTON
Ben Benda
Ray Brown

John Callesen

Texas Western Railroad Association
6808 Forest Hill Drive, Forest Hill, TX  


