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    William’s Family Take Tour of 
  The Texas Western Model Railroad

         

   

   

 
                 
  
  
  

  
  

   We Need YOUR Donation!

  6 am - Midnight
Give $25 or more to 

Texas Western Model Railroad Club through

NorthTexasGivingDay.org
on September 18th and your
donation will be multiplied!

Texas Western Model Railroad Club Mission Statement:
To construct and operate a prototypical miniature railroad 
preserving the historical significance of the American rail-
roads in Texas, especially in the Southwest surrounding Ft 
Worth. This railroad will be used to educate the public and 

preserve the technology, operations, life styles, and impact 
of railroads as a transportation system and 

builder of the Southwest.



The STAR
is published by The 
Texas Western Model 
Railroad Club & 
The Texas Western 
Railroad Association, 
A 501c Non-Profit 
Organization. Visit 
our web site:  www.
twmrc.org
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   From the President’s Car:
     

     

         

  
 

     Did you know that we are 
  hosting a Model Train Show? Us.  
  The Texas Western Model Rail-
  road Club in Forest Hill. Yes, US.  
  The very same club that many felt 
  would not survive after Joe Wil-
  liams passed away, the club that 
  was going to be evicted by the 
  Williams’ family, the club that 
  would fade into history like so 
  many other model railroad clubs 
  have done after losing their home.  
  The club that wouldn’t be able to 
  find a suitable location as a per-
  manent home. The club that just 
  wouldn’t be able to rebuild to the 
  standards that we had set for our 
  first layout. Not sure who “they” 
  were talking about but it obvious-
  ly isn’t the Texas Western MRC!

   

  

  Now the TWMRC has embarked 
  upon the greatest dream we have 
  ever planned…our own Train 
  Show!  This dream was brought 
  before the club for a vote, and 
  overwhelmingly and enthusiasti-
  cally approved by the members 
  present.  The Train Show income 
  will be the cornerstone of our 
  club’s fund raising efforts to own 
  our building and establish the 
  TWMRC’s future.



 Nominations for 2011 Board of Directors:
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     Texas Western 
 Monday Run Night

      “COME OUT
     & RUN 
    WITH US”. 
 

         

      

  
 

      

 

    
  

          President’s Car:  
          

    

 The BOD, Show Managers, and 
  Committee Chairs have spent 
  countless hours planning, making 
  arrangements, reserving spaces, 
  printing signs and flyers, and 
  working with the City of For-
  est Hill to make sure this will be 
  a successful First Show.  Now it 
  is in YOUR hands and YOU will 
  determine if we indeed are “the 
  club that CAN and DOES” do big 
  things.  We will need every mem-
  ber to be available for the week-
  end of October 10th, 11th, and 
  12th if we are going to be suc-
  cessful.  

        We open for dealers to 
  bring in their products and set 
  up on Friday the 10th at 3 PM till 
  10 PM.  We will be setting up our 
  Show Office, the concession area, 
  and putting out items we are 
  going to sell on our tables at the 
  show.  The YMR will be bring-
  ing in the raffle layout they have 
  been working on lately and set-
  ting up their table also.  Not only 
  that, but we are also going to be 
  hosting them for dinner that 
  evening from 7 PM till 9 PM at 
  our club building and will need 
  a few members there to meet and 
  greet visitors.

 
     Every Texas Western member’s 
  help will be needed and if your 
  spouse can assist also, it will be 
  a huge help and lessen the load 
  for the whole group. This is our 
  chance to show off our new 
  building, our future layout, our 
  unique new benchwork, and at-
  tract more members to the club.  
  
  We have been presented with a 
  unique window of opportunity 
  in that the Lockheed club had no 
  plans for a Fort Worth show this 
  year, leaving a void in the local 
  modeling community. This might 
  never happen again and we must 
  establish our show this year as 
  the show to attend and enjoy. 

  We need every Texas Western 
  Railroad Club member to attend 
  the September Business Meeting 
  to learn the schedule of events, 
  sign up for staffing, and find 
  out what must be done before the 
  show date.  We will have a LOT 
  to discuss and cover, so please be 
  present and bring yourself a note 
  pad.  The Train Show will be 
  exciting, fun, motivating, fulfill-
  ing, and it will leave each of us 
  exhausted but happy.  This is our 
  opportunity to kick start the 
  dream of owning our own build-
  ing a reality. Come and be a part!

  

   Darrell Cowles
   CEO TWMRC
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       The CFO Flyer 
    This month I’m going to diverge from 
  telling you to turn off the lights and turn 
  down the A/C or we’ll run out of money.  
  Instead I’ll present a eulogy of sorts for a 
  person who gave me one of the best gifts 
  in my life. You don’t know him, but his 
  name was Conrad Graikowski. Connie or 
  Ski as he liked to be called, passed away 
  last month at 87. We spoke for an hour 
  daily and I’ll miss him. He was working on 
  a new layout in his garage and completed 
  the bench work in June.

     I first met Ski in 1968 after I received a 
  train set for Christmas from Sharon, my 
  wife. Ski welcomed me to the model rail-
  roading community and began teaching 
  me how to be a railroader. He started with 
  the tools I’d need, then how to make cars 
  and locomotives run well. Next, he taught
  me to operate. By 1969 I was participating 
  in operating sessions at least twice a 
  month.  A group of local railroaders would 
  gather at Ski’s house for beans, corn 
  bread, slide viewing, and operating.  We 
  had a blast every time we met.

  Ski was a farm boy from a Wisconsin Pol-
  ish family and grew up with the best of 
  work ethics.  He shared that ethic with 
  others. He also shared his sometimes dif-
  ficult to understand witticisms and jargon.  
  We collected those words in a pronuncia-
  tion gazetteer to help us understand him.  
  Shortly afterward, we could carry on an 
  entire conversation with Ski without say-
  ing, “what?”.  Words like wachacallit (any
  thing name unknown), athurun (Athearn), 
  da Railroader (Model Railroader Maga-
  zine), etc were easily understood.

     

     Ski and crew helped me build my first 
  layout based on a logging theme from 
  plans in Railroad Model Craftsman. We 
  laid wooden ties and spiked down code 
  70 rail until the wee hours. Ski introduced 
  me to Malcom Vordenbaum (Jerry F. knew 
  him) from Wichita Falls who taught me to 
  hand lay turnouts. Ski took me along on 
  his railfanning trips throughout Texas and 
  Oklahoma.  One of his favorite trips was 
  to Bobby Halls.

  Ski taught me to always have fun with 
  trains and to share them with others.  
  Conrad Graikowski gave me a gift and 
  passion for model railroading which has 
  made my life all the fuller.  All aboard, Ski.  
  I hope you enjoy riding the rails in heaven.

     Thanks for indulging my reminiscing.  
  Share the passion and fun with a friend or 
  family member and give them a gift that 
  will last a lifetime.

  Happy rails,

  Mike Corley
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    The CAO’s 
  Baggage Car
        

     We have been bless-
  ed with a mild summer and 
  fall is fast approaching. The 
  leaves will soon start turn-
  ing, the air will cool, and 
  the cheers from Aggie foot-
  ball games will be heard!!!  
  But more importantly is the 
  fast approach of our first 
  annual Texas Western Train 
  Show. It’s almost here and 
  we need EVERYONE to 
  help make this a successful 
  event. There is still much to 
  do to get ready. We espe-
  cially need to have the Club 
  building and layout ready 
  to show it off. We need to  
  “sell” ourselves and get 
  some more new members.  

  We have been graced with 
  4 fantastic new members 
  this year and we need to 
  keep the momentum up.  
  Please get down to the
  Club, roll up your sleeves, 
  and help us get it ready.  

  There is something for ev-
  eryone to do!!! Your B.O.D. 
  will be in “panic mode” by 
  the time the September 
  newsletter is published.  
  Please help us out and of-
  fer to assist with any and all 
  tasks leading up to the Train 
  Show. We are excited about 
  the show and are thrilled 

 
  

   
    

   

  at the response we’ve re-
  ceived from the public so 
  far. Now let’s exceed all 
  of their expectations!!! We 
  have a great Club with 
  great members. Thanks to 
  everyone for your support.

     On another note, I want 
  to congratulate Kim Hinton 
  on the new TWMRC web-
  site. She has worked so 
  hard on this project – and 
  it shows. The new TWMRC 
  website is the best model 
  railroad club site on the 
  internet!!!  Thanks, Kim for 
  all of your hard work and 
  tears!!!

  Jay H2O’s
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THE TRAIN SCHEDULE
Upcoming Meetings, Events,
Shows & Clinics

SEPTEMBER 2014
4th -  Texas Western MRC 
Regular Club Business Meet-
ing: Thursday, 6808 Forest Hill 
Dr, Forest Hill.  7 - 9 PM

6TH- Youth Model Railroading 
(YMR) Monthly Meeting, Satur-
day,  10:00 AM - 12:30 PM
- Work Day, Saturday, 3 PM -
  9 PM

3rd- HAPPY BIRTHDAY
KATHY TUCKER 

11th -  Work Night Only
Thursday, 7 pm - 9:30 pm
 
13th-Work Day Only
Saturday, 3 pm - 9 pm

18th-  Work Night Only
Thursday, 7 pm - 9:30 pm

20th -  Work Day Only
Saturday, 3 pm - 9 pm

25th-  Work Night Only
Thursday, 7 pm - 9:30 pm

27th - HAPPY BIRTHDAY
MARK WOOD

27th-  Work Day Only
Saturday, 3 pm - 9 pm

 

 

OCTOBER 2014

2nd -Texas Western MRC Reg-
ular Club Business Meeting: 
Thursday, 6808 Forest Hill Dr, 
Forest Hill.  7 - 9 pm

4th - Youth Model Railroading 
(YMR) Monthly Meeting, Satur-
day,  10:00 AM - 12:30 PM 

11th & 12th - Texas Western 1st 
Annual Train Show, Saturday,
10 am - 5 pm, Sunday, 10 am -
4 pm, Forest Hill Convention
Center, 6901 Wichita St, Forest
Hill, TX  www.twmrc.org

 (ALL PHOTO’s:   All Photo’s by
  Chris Galvin.) 
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 Raffle Raffle Raffle

 

        

  

      Mark Wood was the Winner of 
   the August Cab Ride Drawing !!!!
       Thank You Ben Benda for donating this prize!!!!

        This Raffle alone contributed $330. to the club!!!

Come to the September
  meeting to see what

  Exciting items are in the
  September Raffle !!!!

     TWMRC Raffles Return 
at the September

 Business Meeting.
Thursday, September 4th at 7 pm

Don’t forget to bring your bucks for a 
chance to win some cool stuff at the Busi-

ness Meeting!

If you have an item you would like to do-
nate for this or future Raffles, please con-
tact Jim Wallace or just bring it to him at 

the club meetings!
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From The CDO’s Parlor Car

 Irecently received this message 
  regarding our AmazonSmile account:

  This email is to notify you that Texas 
  Western Model Railroad Club will be 
  receiving a $27.07 donation from the 
  AmazonSmile Foundation as a result 
  of AmazonSmile program activity be-
  tween April 1 and June 30, 2014. The 
  donation will be deposited to your or-
  ganization’s bank account on or before 
  Aug 15, 2014. It may take several days 
  for the donation to appear in the ac-
  count.

     As you know, the AmazonSmile 
  Foundation donates 0.5% of the pur-
  chase price of eligible AmazonSmile 
  items and there’s no cap on how much 
  we will donate. This quarter, we also 
  donated an additional $5 for any cus-
  tomer who made an eligible smile.am
  azon.com purchase in the days lead-
  ing up to Father’s Day. We are also 
  developing new features and enhance
  ments to grow the AmazonSmile pro
  gram in the future.

     
     
   

     
    Please make all your amazon pur-
  chases by using this link http://smile.
  amazon.com/ch/20-0897017.

      Your purchase will be identical, how-
  ever .5% of the price will be donated to 
  the club. Share this link with your 
  friends and family, also.

  Every dollar counts!

  Best,

      Kim Hinton
  Chief Development Officer
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            Chris Galvin 

 A weathering clinic was re-
  cently held at the club house on Saturday, 
  August 9th.  Not sure how to weather a 
  railcar or locomotive?  How do you bal-
  ance between your car looking like a toy 
  and too much weathering?  Mike Gal-
  ligan presented a clinic on weathering 
  with…oil paints.  I didn’t go to it, but I had
  a chance to see it on a Monday Night at the
  old club house and I took photo’s. 
 
  At the clinic Mike took attendee’s  
  through his steps to make his cars look 
  more prototypical and less “out of the box” 
  if you know what he means.
 

     Chris Galvin

   

  

Mike Galligan’s Weathering Clinic
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Texas Western Railroad Association
6808 Forest Hill Drive, Forest Hill, TX  76140

HAPPY BIRTHDAY - SEPTEMBER 2014           
                  

 
 

            Kathy Tucker  9/3                                Mark Wood  9/27       

Clean UP Crew
SEPTEMBER 2014

Mike Corley
Jerry Fussell

Mike Galligan
Chris Galvin

THE TEXAS WESTERN
STAR


