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     Texas Passenger Trains of 1945-1959
   The 1948 Sunbeam model train consist by James French

   
   The Sunbeam

     The Southern Pacific’s Daylight entry into Texas was first run 
  in 1937. This was the only other Daylight train outside of Califor-
  nia. Two trains would run daily round trips between Houston and 
  Dallas alternating names between Sunbeam and Hustler, one start-
  ing in Houston and the other starting in Dallas. The train sets were 
  all new streamline fluted Pullman Standard cars painted orange, 
  red and black. A Harriman RPO was added within a year for mail. 
     

    The consist was Harriman RPO, Pullman Standard baggage, four 
  Pullman Standard coaches, Pullman Standard lounge and a combi-
  nation dining and observation Pullman Standard tail car. This was 
  a new concept for short trains and later used by other railroads.
  ( article continued on Page 3......)
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      First, let’s give a big “Howdy and wel
  come back to model railroading” to 
  Micheal Galligan for hanging in there an 
  extra month to become the newest mem
  ber of the Texas Western Model Railroad 
  Club. And let’s all be sure to make the folks
  who are sitting for membership feel  wel-  
  come and involved - Kimberly Hinton, 
  Stephen Napier, John Skiba and Ryan 
  Zammarron. (& Shana)  We’re glad you’re 
  here.

     As the end of February rolled around and 
  we had our first Operations session for the 
  year, I want to thank all of the people who 
  helped train our new members or retrain 
  those of us who needed to remember all 
  of the things we have forgotten.  As the 
  Houston yard master, I found out how much 
  I didn’t remember. Forgive me if I leave 
  someone out, but thanks to Glen Buie, Mike 
  Corley, Joe Batson, David Kranda, Clarence 
  Zink, and Tripper Stiles. Yes, even Tripper
  added a new roll to his repertoire. He help- 
  ed with training. Good job! Also, thanks to
  James French, John Callesen and anyone 
  else who help clean track and do repairs. 

     We still need most of the track sidings to 
  be cleaned and a number of other repairs 
  to be done, but it was nice to see Protrak 
  working well. Thanks Joe and Mike! 

    Thanks also to all of you who brought food 
  for our kick-off Operations session. It was 
  great!  If you missed our first Operations 
  session, I hope you will be joining us soon.
  I would like to extend a special thanks to 
  Leo for his remarkable repair of the water-

 
       ( President’s Car Continued 
    on Page 7 ........ )

     

   

  
 

  

 

 

 
  damaged buildings in the Houston 
  Harbor area.

   We have been asked by Christy to have 
  a special Open House in memory of Joe 
  Williams on Saturday, March 17, from 
  5:00 pm to 7:00 pm. She is having a 
  family reunion that weekend and    
  wants the rest of Joe’s family to see his 
  great love, the Texas Western. We will 
  discuss this further at the March busi
  ness meeting.

      Hope everyone remembers to read 
  the minutes from our very good meet
  ing last month. There is a copy in the 
  club for those of you who are unable to 
  receive it over the Net. Many issues 
  were successfully worked on during 
  that meeting and clarified. Thanks for 
  all your help and very good comments. 
  I hope everyone will remember to reg-
  ularly communicate to the board mem
  bers issues they feel are important. 
  
      The club has voted on a number of 
  projects that need to be funded. If we 
  are to accomplish any of these in the 
  near future we need more donations, 
  ways to earn money and to be as frugal 
  as possible on how we spend our club 
  money. Yes, I am aware of many of the 
  things that are being done that need 
  money to get them done. Please be

   ( Continued on Page 3....)
    



 Nominations for 2011 Board of Directors:
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     Texas Western 
 Monday Run Night

      “COME OUT
     & RUN 
    WITH US”. 
 

 

 

      
 

      

      (continued from Page 2....)

  sure to add needed repairs and ex- 
  penditures to the forms on the bul
  letin board in the meeting room so 
  that the BOD is aware of these needs. 
  Pencil and paper seem to work better 
  than our memories.

     Kathy has asked me to tell every-
  body that the pictures for this year’s 
  calendar need to be in her posses
  sion by the middle of August . She 
  must have the calendar ready and to 
  the printer by September 15.  We 
  know this is somewhat early, but it 
  just can’t be helped.

  Thanks, as always, for your dedica-
  tion and support.

     Fred Tucker
   Texas Western President
   www.twmrc.org
 

  ( Above:  Sunbeam crossing Boone City Trestle highballing to Prairie.
    Below:  S.P. Sunbeam makes a scheduled stop at Boone City Depot
    on the Texas Western. )

 
 ( continued from Page 1..... The Sunbeam )

 Three P-14 4-6-2’s were upgraded, streamlined and painted to match  
the consist. The train schedule was advertised to average a mile a min-
ute with two water stops over the 265 mile route. The chief competitor 
was the Sam Houston Zephyr.

 Sunbeam Trains & Story by     James French
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  Your Photo Goes Here..........

       

Prospective / Member Profiles:
Your Name Here

           We started doing profiles of our members
   in January of 2010.  The first one was of Joe P.
  Williams, followed by the Board of that year.  
  Then we went down the roster from A - Z.  

        Well, that was a least our intent.  I would like
  to thank all those members and one new pro-
  spective member for contributing to this reg-
  ular feature of the Club Newsletter!  It has been
  very interesting reads each month.  I feel as if
  I know a little more about everyone and I do 
  look forward to receiving each new profile as
  they are emailed to my inbox at:  
  stareditor@twmrc.org 

        I need more profiles from the membership.
  You likely have been asked, nudged, or clunked
  over the head with my subtle sense of humor
  the past two years to write up a paragraph or
  two about yourself and submit it.  Some have
  gladly taken a few moments of your time to 
  write a bio & others have been reluctant for 
  one reason or another.   

   I thought I would write you this month and 
  give you a outline you could use to write up
    

   a article about yourself to see how painless it 
   really is to do a member profile for a future 
   issue of the Texas Western STAR.

   Generally you might start off with your current 
   work or school status, whether you are still work-
   ing or enjoying your retirement.  You can decide
   to include as much about your biographical back-
   ground as you’d like, starting back at your birth-
   date, or you can start with your first involvement
   with trains and model trains.

   You may want to let us know when you first learned
   about the Texas Western and when you joined. In-
   clude your interests in modeling trains, i.e., I like
   to do scenery and build structures....   It really is to- 
   tally up to you how much you want to share about 
   yourself and your life experiences. If you’d feel 
   that someone close to you, a spouse, or a friend 
   you’ve met at the club could better write a bio for     
   you or with your guidance, that has been done too.

 
               We   
                           
              Insert YOUR Favorite
                              
              Railroad Logo  HERE !                           

                                                          Include a recent photo
             of yourself. If you need   
     someone to  write your  
     story, let me  know, & I or  
     our Jr. Editor, Tripper Stiles,  
     will contact you and set up  
     a evening at the club to interview you and write 
     up a bio for you.  I want to encourage you to share 
     your bio’s with the club, as we all enjoy learning 
     about YOU!  
       Prospective members are also welcome to write 
     profiles too, as this is a way to introduce yourself
     to our membership.   Email me your profiles at:
     stareditor@twmrc.org, or hand me your hard copy.             

      Thanks !                                  Chris Galvin
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Cowcatcher Magazine Gives Texas Western 2011 
Gold Rail Award for Best Club Layout, Permanent !!!

   In my life time, well over 50 years, I’ve 
  traveled all over the world and seen a thing 
  or too. Five of the “Seven Wonders” have 
  been scratched off my Bucket List. Cher-
  ished are the memories of trekking across 
  Europe with friends, flying a Blackhawk 
  Gunship across the sands of North Africa’s 
  desert or losing my way along the streets 
  and shanty’s of Bangkok during a four day 
  liberty. I’ve lived. In my minds eye... life has 
  been pretty full. I thought I had traveled far 
  and wide but, the other night at the Texas 
  Western my friend Chris Galvin took me the 
  farthest I’d ever been.

     Visiting from Georgia, for a week or so, 
  Chris asked if I’d like to tag along to the 
  Texas Western Model Railroad Club 
  (TWMRC) meeting. When we arrived in an   
  industrial park I was a bit surprised. I 
  guess I was expecting the meeting to take 
  place in someones basement or second 
  bedroom. I never imagined the size of the 
  group or size and complexity of the tiered 
  footprint and the creative beauty displayed 
  by the craftsmen. Folks, I was impressed.
      
       I stepped back in time to a place that my life 
  had all but forgotten. All the way back to the 
  early sixties. I remember my family gathering 
  three or four times a year to socialize and en-
  joy each other. We were at least four or five 
  generations deep and one of my favorites was 
  my uncle Clyde. He loved trains. Uncle Clyde 
  could bend your ear with tall tale adventures 
  and riveting stories that seem to always in-
  clude trains. As a gifted storyteller, he’d have

  us captivated for hours and sprawled all 
  over my Grandmothers parlor. But, the sweet- 
  est memory of that yesteryear was the day He 
  decided to share his 8’ by 8’  layout in one of 
  the back rooms. There wasn’t a lot of room
  left but You could slide along the wall and see 
  the landscape sprawled across the room if 
  you stood on your tiptoes. He had to lift us up 
  one at a time so we could take it all in and 
  watch the trains travel through the moun
  tains and across the valley. This huge barrel 
  chested rugged man had created a master
  piece with such detail and artistry that to this 
  very day I wonder if I really knew him. He 
  spent most of his life as a mechanic for the 
  local Chevy dealership and before that he 
  served on a carrier during World War II. But, 
  at that moment he was the Conductor and we 
  were the passengers riding across the moun- 
  tains of imagination and the valley of dreams.
     
      We all live our lives one day at a time and of
  ten our hopes or dreams seem to never board 
  when opportunity passes by. I’m glad I joined 
  Chris and I thoroughly enjoyed visiting the 
  TWMRC. Our future will always be seasoned 
  with our past and I appreciate the gift you’re 
  creating. I’d challenge the Club to consider 
  finding ways to share that gift with a lot more 
  people. You’ve brought me back to a time in 
  my life that family and quality really meant 
  something and created an opportunity for me 
  to catch the train of bygone days and pleas
  ant memories before it leaves the station 
  of the daily grind. Please tell the Conductor, 
  
  “Thank You!”

  Wade Collins
   Atlanta, GA

A letter from a recent visitor of the TWMRC....
“ All Aboard “
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THE TRAIN SCHEDULE
Upcoming Meetings, Events,
Shows & Clinics
MARCH 2012
1ST - Texas Western MRC 
Regular Club Business Meet-
ing: Thursday, 6807A Anglin Dr, 
Ft.Worth.  7:30 - 9 PM 

3RD - Open Run night at the 
Club, Sat. 7 p - 10 p

5th - Open Run & Work Night: 
Monday, 6 p - 9 p 

8th- WORK NIGHT: Thursday, 
7 PM - 10 PM

11th- Happy Birthday 
j.T. Bailey

10th -Operations Night, Satur-
day, 3p - 9p

12th -  Open Run & Work Night: 
Monday, 6 p - 9 p.

15th- RUN NIGHT: Thursday, 
7 PM - 10 PM

17th -Operations Night, Satur-
day,  3p - 9p

19th -  Open Run & Work Night: 
Monday, 6 p - 9 p.

20th - N. Texas Council Meeting
East Buffet, Hwy 183 & Beltline
Rd, Irving  7 PM

22ND: RUN NIGHT Thursday, 
7 PM - 10 PM

24th -Operations Night, Satur-
day,  3p - 9p

30th- Happy Birthday 
Joe Batson

26TH - Open Run & Work 
Night: Monday, 6 p - 9 p

29th- RUN NIGHT: Thursday, 
7 PM - 10 PM

31ST -Operations Night, Satur-
day,  3p - 9p

APRIL 2012

2 ND: - Open Run & Work 
Night: Monday, 6 p - 9 p

5TH: - Texas Western MRC 
Regular Club Business Meet-
ing: Thursday, 6807A Anglin Dr, 
Ft. Worth, 7:30 - 9 PM
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      From the CDO’s Rail Siding.....   

 

   Now for the important part; how do we do this?  It isn’t 
  the work of just the Board of Directors, or of the CDO, 
  the real trick is for each and every member to keep 
  their eyes open for opportunities that would allow 
  a benefit to the club.  This could be an opportunity to 
  participate in local shows, set up a small booth at a 
  train watching event, or find an opportunity for us to 
  partner with a larger entity that would bring a tangible 
  benefit to us while adding to their cause.  Ideally we 
  would like to find a sponsor who shares interest in 
  railroads, modeling, and or history that could assist 
  us financially through grants or gifts.  We need outside 
  donations to help with major projects such as air condi-
  tioning, better insulation, or any other large expenses.  

  We, the TWMRC, or Texas Western Railroad Association, 
  members must keep an eye open for any opportunity 
  that we believe would benefit and perpetuate our 
  organization, or help us gain interest from the commu-
  nity of modelers or in the general community.  Be aware 
  of upcoming events in which we could participate that 
  aligns with our Mission Statement and could be ben-
  eficial to us.  We need to know far enough ahead of time 
  so that we can properly arrange to be represented and 
  staffed, so let the Board of Directors know as soon as 
  you become aware of such an event.  The Chief Develop-
  ment Officer of the club is actually YOU, and how much 
  you want the club to always be there for our enjoyment 
  and the benefit of the community.  Keep your eyes and 
  ears open for any suitable connection and report it to 
  myself or the Board of Directors as quickly as you have 
  the complete information.  You can send it to cdo@
  twmrc.org or to darrellc@twmrc.org and I will probably 
  contact you for more details and information so that I 
  can pass it along for consideration.

   Darrell Cowles,
  Chief Development Officer
  Proud Lifetime Member

        What’s Developing?

      So what does a CDO actually do?  Does he, or she, 
  advertise the club, get free stuff from other places 
  for the club, look for grants, set up clinics and sem- 
  inars, or what?  Actually, it is kind of all of those 
  things with the help of some very important 
  people…you, the members.  What do we want for the 
  Texas Western Model Railroad Club down the rails 
  in the future?  Many years ago the members decid
  ed to try and keep what we have at the TWMRC go
  ing for a long, long time; therefore we decided to in
  corporate in the State of Texas as a Non-Profit en- 
  tity and then apply to the I.R.S. for the same desig-
  nation.  

   We felt that as a non-profit we would have 
  a much better opportunity to work with our local 
  community in the schools, social groups, and other 
  non-profit organizations and establish our club or 
  organization as a viable, worthwhile part of the 
  community.  To that end, we formed the Texas West
  ern Railroad Association to serve as our visible 
  parent organization; we wanted to set up an even 
  broader vision, to become a curator of railroad his
  tory, artifacts, and lifestyles of the 1940’s and 
  1950’s in and around Fort Worth.  
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      TEXAS WESTERN MEMBERS HAVE FUN!
          PHOTO’S BY CHRIS  
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   FROM THE 2012 PLANO TRAIN SHOW LAYOUT TOUR

  DARRELL SMITH’S T&P LAYOUT in Haltom City.

     

 (  Darrell Smith’s T&P depicts Gladewater, Longview, Big Sandy, and has lots of steam. )

  
   

      ( This familiar guy is also proudly displayed on Darrell Smith’s layout, Our club flat car. )
         Happy Rails, Chris Galvin
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Texas Western Railway Association
P.O. Box 1303, Kennedale, TX  76060
www.texaswesternmrc.org

HAPPY BIRTHDAY - MARCH 2012           
     

                              
      
 
             JT Bailey  3/11                   Joe Batson   3/30                             

Clean UP Crew
MARCH 2012

CONNIE STILES
MICHAEL GALLIGAN

STEPHEN NAPIER
RYAN ZAMMARRON

THE TEXAS WESTERN
STAR


