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    William’s Family Take Tour of 
  The Texas Western Model Railroad

         

   

   

 
                 
  
  

  The William’s Family Tours
 The Texas Western MRC.

  I hope that every member of the 
  Texas Western Model Railroad club 
  appreciates the debt that this club 
  owes to Joe Williams and his im-
  mediate family.  For without Joe 
  William’s vision, gracious generos-
  ity, and personal dedication to see-
  ing the Texas Western MRC devel-  
  op into a top-notch model railroad 
  layout, we would not exist.  From 
  the start Joe saw the “Big” picture 
  and knew that we have something 
  very special here.  He worked tire- 
  lessly on many of the scenes you 
  see today, creating beautiful 
  bridges, buildings and scenes that 
  take us back to the 1940s and ‘50s.

  The tradition of generosity and re- 
  spect for Joe’s and our work con-
  tinues today in his children, 
  Stephen and Christy Williams, 
  without whose donation of our bui-
  lding space, the TWMRC might 
  cease to exist.  Joe’s lovely wife
  Penny also has dedicated many 
  hours to the club through her ser- 
  vices as newsletter assistant 
  editor, helping with scenery, and 
  support for Joe; she is a lifetime 
  member as was Joe.

  ( This article continues page 3...)
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     Thanks, a simple word that   
  means so much when we talk about 
  Joe Williams. As we were ending our 
  special open house to honor him, 
  thanks could only be the beginning for 
  Joe, who was our sponsor, our mentor   
  and most of all a very dear friend to all 
  the members of the Texas Western 
  Model Railroad Club. And as the mem-
  bers of Joe’s family toured the Texas 
  Western layout, many of those memo-
  ries and good times came to light. It 
  was one the best open houses we’ve 
  ever had and one the members of the 
  Texas Western were proud to have. It 
  was nice to see the smiles from Joe’s 
  family, see all the pictures being taken 
  and the enjoyment as they toured the 
  layout.

  THANKS, we do miss you Joe Williams.

  As your President, I was very proud 
  of all who helped prepare our layout 
  for the open house. Many of the new 
  members and those sitting for mem-
  bership, along with so many of our 
  faithful members really did a great 
  job cleaning, sweeping, dusting, mop-
  ing, cleaning the restroom and hanging 
  the curtains. I was amazed and thankful 

 
       ( President’s Car Continued 
    on Page 7 ........ )

     

   

  
 

  

 

 

 
  

  for all your quick and hard work. 
  Congratulations on a job well done. 
  (Sorry Connie, if we didn’t get the 
  curtains repacked as well as you 
  could, but we tried.)
  
  I also need to thank Jay and Glen for 
  manning a booth at the Waxahachie 
  Train Show. For a small show they 
  did very well.

  Our new timetable is almost ready 
  and operations should begin on 
  Saturday, March 31.
 
  We will have some very important 
  things to talk about at the April 
  meeting. Hope we will have a full 
  house.

  Thanks, as always, for your dedica-
  tion and support.

  Fred Tucker
   Texas Western President
   www.twmrc.org
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     Texas Western 
 Monday Run Night

      “COME OUT
     & RUN 
    WITH US”. 
 

 

 

 

      

    

    William’s family Tour of the     
  texas western model rr club

  ( Continued from page 1.... )

  We were very pleased and excited 
  this past month when approached
  by Christy and Stephen to host an 
  Open House for the Williams fam-
  ily reunion. They wanted to show 
  the family what the Texas Western
  Model Railroad Club was all about, 
  and why their Dad loved it so much.  
 
  On Saturday March 17th we opened
  our doors to show a much apprec-
  iative group of Joe’s relatives what
  he had done and what he had set
  into motion with his love, caring, 
  and dedication.  We hosted about 
  25 visitors, many of whom had 
  never been inside the club; all 
  were impressed with what they 
  saw and were so complimentary 
  of the work that had been done
  here.  We thank the TWMRC mem-
  bers for getting everything ready 
  for the visit and for being docents  
  to our visitors, showing the details 
  and showing them the work done 
  by Joe all over the layout.  Christy 
  and Penny said to tell everyone 
  that this was very special and they
  extended their thank you to all
  the members.

   Darrell Cowles
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 Member Profiles:
Jay Waters

I always looked forward to visits to
  my grandparent’s house in Hannibal, Missouri.  
  I spent hours in the basement sitting atop a
  red stool watching the Lionel trains go round 
  and round.  My Grandpa had built the 8’ x 12’ lay-
  out for my uncle when he was 8 years old.  After 
  Uncle Larry moved on, the train table stayed in 
  the basement under plastic tarps until I came 
  along and developed my love of trains. I looked 
  forward to every trip to Hannibal and dreamed 
  of the day that I could have a layout all my own.  

  In my teens I started collecting HO scale (San-
  ta Fe) and convinced Mom & Dad to let me build 
  a layout on one side of the garage.  I built a mo-
  dest 4’ x 8’/6’ x 8’ “L” shaped table and enjoyed 
  it until college.  Dad decided that if I was away 
  (and not coming back!) then the layout needed 
  to be dismantled so they could use the garage 
  again.  The HO set stayed packed up through 
  college graduation from Texas A&M in 1987; the 
  start of my architecture career at HKS; my mar-
  riage to my wife, Darla, in 1988; the birth of my 
  son, Jeremy, in 1990; the donation of a kidney 
        

  to Darla in 2004; and three moves to Grand   
  Prairie, Oak Cliff, and Midlothian respectively.  
  On our last move Darla and I designed and 
  built our dream home.

 

   ( Above Photo:  Lionel train table 
     built by my Grandfather )
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   ( Continued from Page 4.........)

   My version of the dream included a 22’ x 
  30’ room over the garage dedicated sole-
  ly to my trains.  

  I finally got my train room underway with 
  the installation of my beloved Lionel train 
  table from Hannibal.  I spent literally years 
  designing layout after layout for my  HO 
  collection to be built around the Lionel 
  table.  Two and a half years ago I finally 
  started the benchwork, laid track, and then 
  prompty realized I had no clue how to go 
  forward from there with the DCC wiring and 
  scenery I had envisioned.  I knew I needed 
  some expert assistance.  I found a group of 
  fellow model railroaders in Garland and 
  attended a few of their meetings.  

  
  Then in November of 2010 there was 
  an open house of several private 
  layouts across the metroplex.  I pick-
  ed out 3 to go visit, one of them be-
  ing the Texas Western Model Rail-
  road Club. 

  
   I was blown away.  I inquired about joining 
  and then didn’t join because I felt so inad-
  equate compared to the talent at TWMRC.  
  I finally swallowed my pride and became a 
  full member in June.  I have had a blast 
  these past 8 months.  The members here 
  are so encouraging, willing to teach, and 
  fun to be around.  I look forward to sitting 
  at the feet of the masters to “learn the 
  ropes” of model railroading.  

    

  
  

       (  Photo Above: Boone City Rooftop
            Details Clinic  )

 

    ( Photo Above:  Benchwork & Track for
      Jay’s Home HO Layout )
  
  Before I know it I’ll be tackling my own 
  layout again and thinking of the TWMRC 
  folks who’ve helped me reinvigorate my 
  love for model railroading.  

    Jay Waters
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THE TRAIN SCHEDULE
Upcoming Meetings, Events,
Shows & Clinics

APRIL 2012
2nd - Open Run & Work Night-
Monday, 6 p - 9 p

5th - Texas Western MRC 
Regular Club Business Meet-
ing: Thursday, 6807A Anglin Dr, 
Ft.Worth.  7:30 - 9 PM 

7th - Open Run night at the 
Club ( ? ), Sat. 7 p - 10 p

9th - Open Run & Work Night: 
Monday, 6 p - 9 p

12th- WORK NIGHT: Thursday, 
7 PM - 10 PM

14th -Operations Night, Satur-
day, 3p - 9p

16th -  Open Run & Work Night: 
Monday, 6 p - 9 p.

17th - N. Texas Council Meeting
East Buffet, Hwy 183 & Beltline
Rd, Irving  Tuesday, 7 PM

19th- RUN NIGHT: Thursday, 
7 PM - 10 PM

21st -Operations Night, Satur-
day,  3p - 9p

23rd -  Open Run & Work Night: 
Monday, 6 p - 9 p.

24th- Happy Birthday 
Lorrie Palitti  ( Her 29th )

26th: RUN NIGHT Thursday, 
7 PM - 10 PM

28th -Operations Night, Satur-
day,  3p - 9p

30th: - Open Run & Work Night: 
Monday, 6 p - 9 p

MAY 2012

3rd: - Texas Western MRC 
Regular Club Business Meet-
ing: Thursday, 6807A Anglin Dr, 
Ft. Worth, 7:30 - 9 PM
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      From the CDO’s Rail Siding.....   

 

   While the TWMRC depends on our members to be en- 
  thusiastic prophets for model railroading and the club 
  in general, we also need to focus our advertising, pre- 
  sentations, and logo use through the channels and 
  make sure that it is thoroughly understood and correct-
  ly presented.  We offer our club to visitors and set up 
  Open House hours throughout the year, so we need 
  to make sure every sign, note, and the website all say 
  exactly the same thing to avoid confusion and the ap-
  pearance of disorganization.  We want the public to all 
  get the exact information so that we don’t have anyone 
  disappointed by showing up at a time we are not pre-
  pared.  It takes an concerted effort to present the club 
  to the public and we know that we cannot allow visitors 
  in the club when we do not have sufficient staff to 
  safely monitor and secure the entire club.  We really 
  wouldn’t want to see someone hurt or injured by being 
  unsupervised or walking into an area where construc-
  tion makes it dangerous.  We equally have the duty to 
  protect what is here at the club; expensive locomo-
  tives, one-of-a-kind structures, wiring, and scenery that 
  can be damaged without supervision.  Please notify the 
  BOD, and the CDO in particular, if you see an opportunity 
  to promote the club.  We need everyone to be alert for 
  the chance to enhance our image and I appreciate any 
  ideas or suggestions that you may have; we just need 
  to be sure it says what we need it to say and promotes 
  the TWMRC the correct way.

  Thanks,

   Darrell Cowles,
    Chief Development Officer

        As a corporation and we are, we need to be 
  very cognizant of our image.  We have an image?  
  Yup, we do, or we are trying very hard to develop 
  one.  We want to be known as the top model rail-
  road club in our area, by excellent quality, pro-
  totype operations, and sheer size, so we must be 
  consistent in what we do, say, and print.  Large cor-
  porations have entire departments that do nothing 
  but work with their logos, advertising, and image 
  because of the important ramifications of main-
  taining brand integrity.  They know that if they miss 
  use their logo or put out differing descriptions of 
  their product it opens the door for confusion with 
  their customers and employees alike.  Every time 
  you see the Coca Cola, GM, or other corporate logo 
  be assured that it has been through the qualifica-
  tion process and will not dilute their overall image.
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     Texas Passenger Trains of 1945-1959
   The BLUEBONNET model train consist by James French

           
         

        

        (Top: Waco 2-6-0 Switcher loco. Above:  Katy   

        E7#101 motive power. Below: Train #22.)

          The BLUEBONNET 
          by James French

  The Katy  [ MKT ]  BLUEBONNET was the mail train 
  section of the Texas Special after 1948. 
   The BLUEBONNET went from St. Louis to Waco were it 
  split, with one section going to Houston and one sec-
  tion going to San Antonio.  
 

  This article features the Waco to Houston split 
  train #22.  The train consist was H16-44 Fairbanks 
  Morse locomotive, mail box car, baggage, 2 coaches, 
  and either a lounge or business car.  The 1600 HP FM 
  could easily pull the 5 heavy-weights on level ground.  

  Thirteen  miles outside of Waco on the way to Houston 
  was a 1.75 % grade and the 2-6-0 Waco switcher was 
  sent out as a helper.  This arrangement lasted until 
  1954 when a PA was put on for motive power.  The PA 
   was used until 1957 when it  was replaced with an E7 
  #101 the original Texas Special locomotive and this 
  was used until 1959 when the train was discontinued. 
  There was no dining car used  and a 20 minute stop 
  was made at Smithville.  The main competition was 
  the Santa Fe Texas Chief.
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     Howdy folks,
     This month our Fort Worth exploration 
     takes us on a tour of the freight, post off-
     ice, and passenger facilities located in 
     west Fort Worth. You can easily recogn-
     ize the area by the towering Texas and 
     Pacific (T&P) Passenger station which 
     provides passenger services for most 
     railroads that visited the area except the 
     Sante Fa witch had its onerous facilities.  

     

      ( Above:  Joe Williams T&P Terminal )
     Many passenger trains visit this area, but 
     a single switching train visits the Texas 
     and Pacific Freight Terminal, post office, 
     and trailer on flat facilities. The Texas &
     Pacific Freight Terminal, serviced by the 
     West Forth Worth Switcher (WFW-SW), 
     boasts 17 loading and unloading doors 
     for 17 freight cars. Adjacent to the freight 
     terminal is Fort Worth’s main Post Office. 
     One track provides the loading and un-
     loading of 14 postal cars.

  The Fort Worth Trailer on Flat facility is 
  just across the mainline from the T&P 
  Passenger Terminal.  The facility has 
  two tracks holding five flat cars and is 
  switched by the WFW-SW.

  Further west you’ll see a downtown 
  Fort Worth icon: the T&P Railway Pas-
  senger Terminal. The passenger termi-
  nal has six tracks, three platforms, and 
  four through train tracks.  Passenger 
  trains that have been known to visit the 
  terminal are the Texas Western 
  Special, Texas Eagle, Texas Special, 
  Jasper Jumper, Texas and Sam 
  Houston Zephyr, and Texas Triangle.

  The passenger yard has three tracks 
  for storage, maintenance, and prepar-
  ation of fifteen passenger cars.  

  After passing Tower 55, you can see 
  the winter storage facilities of the 
  circus. In the future, I’m sure you see a 
  circus train or two visiting the Texas 
  Western towns and communities.

  Well folks, that wraps up Fort Worth.  
  Next month we will pass Tower 55 and
  climb the grade to Dilemma; home to a 
  sleepy rural passenger station, cattle
  ranches, and farm related industries.

  Happy rails,

  Mike Corley

    East To West
          On The Texas Western
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Texas Western Railway Association
P.O. Box 1303, Kennedale, TX  76060
www.texaswesternmrc.org

HAPPY BIRTHDAY - APRIL 2012           
     

                              
      
 
             Lorrie Palitti   4/24   (29)                                          
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