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 ANNUAL TEXAS WESTERN BANQUET           
 Monday, January 9, 2012
    @ Mercado Juarez Cafe,  7 PM
 1651 East Northside Dr, Ft. Worth  76102

                        
   

  Feel free to dress up and bring your spouse or a friend for dinner 
  and an evening with your fellow club members.  We’ll introduce the 
  new club officers for 2012, and have the awarding of the Engineer 
  of the Year, and have a little fun remembering 2011.

       
      PLANO TRAIN SHOW
  JANUARY 21-22, 2012
  We’ll need some volunteers to staff the club table
     where we will be selling our club cars.  
     HOURS:  Sat  10A - 5P     Sun   10A - 4P  www.dfwtrainshows.com
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 Happy New Year folks,

               It is a time to reflect on the good 
           things of the past and plan for the 
           good things in the future. This Jan-
           uary the club passes the gavel to 
           Fred Tucker. I am not sure what his
           agenda will be, but he said some-
           thing about wearing band uniforms 
           to club and building a director’s 
           podium for use at business meet-
           ings.  I guess I’ll be the first one to 
           have a baton stuck in my forehead.  
           Welcome Fred!
          
           Five years ago, I began service on 
           the Texas Western Railroad as Sec-
           retary.  Following on the heels of 
           Clarence Zink made the job fairly 
           easy. I remember hot topics at the 
           2007 meetings were Shipit, Protrak, 
          100% NMRA, operations, club car, 
           501c3, monthly themes, brochures, 
           clinics, security, logo, DCC num-
           bers, rosters, brochures, timetables,
           wiring, train show participation,10th
           Anniversary, Division Superinten-
           dents, heating bills, operations 
           forum, TV Shows, newspaper arti-
           cles, annual open house, etc.  The 
           most memorable quote came from
           Connie Stiles, “Don’t work near a 
           skirt, unless you are wearing one.” 
         
           Officers were Darrell Cowles, Joe 
           Batson, Connie Stiles, and me.

                          

   
   

   

 
     The following year began a two  
  year stint for me as Vice Presi-
  dent.  During that time, the club 
  applied for 501c3 exemption 
  from the federal government.
  Topics at the 2008 and 2009   
  meetings ranged from satisfac-
  tion surveys to club cars.  Con-
  struction progress was every
  where, Pueblo (renamed from
  Provo), Stock Yards, Fort Worth 
  Yard, Houston, Rico, Dolores. 
  Other programs included annual 
  Christmas party, movie nights, 
  club calendar, NMRA Achieve
  ment Program, engineer-conduc-
  tor-yardmaster training, 501c3
  submission, new club logo, club 
  facilities organization, wiring, 
  SLSF 42’ Flat club car, Pueblo 
  rail joiners, and a new gover-
  nance model.

    In 2010, I started a two year tour 
  as club president. It was difficult 
  to follow Darrell Cowles who had 
  done a marvelous job with nine 
  years at the throttle. The task   
  was made easier by simply  
  standing on Darrell’s shoulders 
  and looking farther down the 
  track.  The most noticeable 
  change was Chris Galvin’s new 
  look for the Texas Western Star.  
  Chris labored for many years as 
  editor and each issue continued 
  (through this day) to get better 
  and better. Club car sales were 
  off to a brisk start, and we start-
  ed a new operations approach.  
  Facilities wise, we began and 
  completed an ambitious program 
  to create a computer room and 
  resource center.  

  ( President’s Car Continued 
    on Page 7 ........ )
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     Texas Western 
 Monday Run Night

      “COME OUT
     & RUN 
    WITH US”. 
 

 

 PHOTO OF THE MONTH:

       Club Officers Connie Stiles and Pat Patrick, 
Pose for a Picture during Our Recent 

November Texas Western 2011 Open House.
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Member Profiles:
Kathy Tucker

           I was born Kathleen Marie Glatzel on Septem-
  ber 3, 1947 in Neptune City, New Jersey, the oldest of 
  four daughters.  Margie was born in l950 and twins, 
  Maryanne and Marylynn were born in 1953. We al- 
  ways teased that Mother and Daddy tried one last 
  time for a boy and ended up with TWIN girls, so they 
  quit.

  We lived on Neptune Avenue in a little white frame   
  and red brick-trimmed house. It was surrounded by 
  tall oak trees and Daddy planted a vegetable gar-
  den in the back. (Always there would be a garden.)
  I walked to school and learned to ice skate on a 
  pond nearby in winter. 

  Grandma and Grandpa Glatzel were German im-
  migrants. Grandpa was a retired baker.  He loved 
  working in the yard.  I remember he liked to trim 
  the shrubs in the back yard to look like overstuffed 
  chairs and he had a small vegetable garden.
 
  Grandma always wore a crisp cotton shirtwaist 
  dress and an apron that came in handy for wiping 
  dirty faces, tears and runny noses, and it covered a 
  soft lap for climbing up on for warm hugs. We loved 
  to help her do chores around the house and set the 
  table for family meals. Our favorite place in that big 
  old house was the attic.  Grandma would take Mar-  
  gie and me up there to explore and play dress up in 

  the old clothes we found. On cold winter days she’d 
  tuck us into a soft feather bed. She’d tell us stories 
  about her life in Germany.  She was once a lady in 
  waiting to a Countess. 

  Grandpa went to Canada after graduation to make 
  his fortune working for the railroad (that’s where 
  he learned to bake). He went back to Germany and 
  asked Heddy to marry him and move to America. 
  They had three sons. Their oldest son died as an 
  infant. Then there was Bruno, Jr. and Alfred. 

  In 1954, when I was six, we all piled into our little 
  Chevy sedan and moved to Fort Worth, Texas where  
  Daddy got a job working for Texas Electric Service 
  Company.  We settled in a brand new house in a 
  brand new neighborhood.  Our house had pink as-  
  bestos siding and an attached carport.  Every front 
  yard had a Mimosa tree in the middle of it.  And my 
  future husband lived two houses down and across 
  the street.

  Grandma Glatzel was so homesick for us that they 
  moved to Texas shortly after we did. They bought 
  the house behind ours and Daddy put a gate in the 
  back fence.

  
     ( Kathy Tucker ( in blue shirt ) with Fred visiting
     with club members at the Texas Western.  )

  ( Continued on Page 5 ........ )
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   ( Continued from Page 4..) 
     
      We rode our bikes everywhere, sometimes 
  disappearing to our hideout blocks away in a 
  grove of trees on a vacant lot.  We wore a trail 
  between our house and Grandma and Grand-
  pa’s.  It was a time when no one locked their 
  doors. We came and went from house to house 
  and neighbors watched out for each other and 
  each other’s children. As the saying goes, our 
  parents didn’t worry about us as long as we 
  were home by suppertime. It was a great time 
  and place to be a kid.

  Living in Texas, we now had the opportunity 
  to get to know Mother’s parents. Grandma and 
  Grandpa Pace lived in Denison, Texas in the 
  old stucco farmhouse Mother’s grandfather 
  Pace had built around the turn of the century. 
  Grandpa was retired from the Katy Railroad as 
  a security officer and worked at Piggly Wiggly. 
  Grandma had worked in a dress shop down-
  town. We spent summer vacations visiting with 
  them with our Texas and Oklahoma cousins. 
  Our families spent a lot of time together at 
  Grandma and Grandpa’s cabin on Lake Texoma, 
  fishing, swimming and playing.

  At 14,  I wanted to go to a movie with that boy   
  down the street, Fred Tucker.  He worked at one 
  of the theaters downtown.  Fred was a friend of  
  my cousin, Karen, but since he was a Senior at 
  Arlington Heights and I was a Freshman at 
  Nolan,  I really didn’t know him very well.  I’d 
  never been on a real date before, only ones   
  where our parents took us to school dances or 
  church activities.  After much debate, Mother   
  and Daddy let me go with him.

  We dated for over four years and were married 
  August 20, 1966 in Holy Family Catholic Church 
  two weeks before my nineteenth birthday.  
  Margie and two of my cousins were brides
  maids.  Mother made my gown and Fred sang 
  Ave Maria and The Lords Prayer before the 
  ceremony.  I was listening in the church foyer,   
  trying not to cry. 

   Fred and I were both attending Texas Wes-
  leyan College when we became engaged.  He 
  was majoring in music and I was majoring 
  in Art, minoring in English. Fred worked part- 
  time as a shoe salesman and I dropped out 
  and got a job at Texas Electric to help sup-
  port us while he finished school. It was dur-  
  ing the Vietnam War and Uncle Sam had dif-
  ferent plans for us.  Fred received his draft 
  notice and auditioned for the Air Force Band 
  and was accepted. We spent our first anniver-
  sary in a San Antonio motel room on a three-
  day pass while he was in basic training.  After   
  basic he was stationed at Westover Air Force 
  Base in Massachusetts.  We had never been 
  away from home and I remember crying 
  while watching the Thanksgiving Day Parade 
  because that was a very special day when 
  our family always was together.

   (  Tucker Inn & Cafe model by Kathy Tucker )
  After two years Fred was sent to Clark Air 
  Force Base in the Philippines and I quit my 
  job and joined him a few months later.

  After Fred was discharged from the Air Force, 
  we came back to Fort Worth and I went back 
  to work at the electric company. Fred went 
  back to Texas Wesleyan to finish his degree 
  and got a part time job at Cummins Electric 
  Supply working in the warehouse. 

  In 1978, after eleven years of marriage, we 
  adopted our son. We named him William Fred 
  Tucker, Jr.  He was three and a half years old. 
  He was the most beautiful child we’d ever 

   (  Continued on Page 8 ...... )
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THE TRAIN SCHEDULE
Upcoming Meetings, Events,
Shows & Clinics
JANUARY 2012
5th - Texas Western MRC 
Regular Club Business Meet-
ing: Thursday, 6807A Anglin Dr, 
Ft.Worth.  7:30 - 9 PM 

7th - Open Run night at the 
Club, Sat. 7 p - 10 p

9th - SPECIAL EVENT:
ANNUAL NEW OFFICERS 
BANQUET: Monday, 7 p - 9 p,
@ Mercado Juarez Cafe, 1651 
East Northside Dr., Ft. Worth,
76102, 817-838-8285

12th -  Open Run & Work Night: 
Thursday, 7 PM - 10 PM

14th -Work Night, Saturday, 
7p - 10p

16th -  Open Run & Work Night: 
Monday, 6 p - 9 p.

18th- Happy Birthday 
Don Hays

19th- Open Run & Work Night: 
Thursday, 7 PM - 10 PM

21st- PLANO TRAIN SHOW, 
2000 E. Spring Creek Pkwy, 
Plano Centre, Show hours: 
10 am - 5 pm.  At the TWMRC: 
Open Run night, Saturday
7 p - 10 p
 
22nd- PLANO TRAIN SHOW, 
2000 E. Spring Creek Pkwy, 
Plano Centre, Show hours: 
10 am - 4 pm.

23rd - Open Run & Work Night: 
Monday, 6 p - 9 p 

26th -  Open Run & Work Night: 
Thursday, 7 PM - 10 PM

28th - Work Night: Saturday,
7 PM - 10 PM

30th - Open Run & Work Night: 
Monday, 6 p - 9 p

FEBRUARY 2012

2nd - Texas Western MRC 
Regular Club Business Meet-
ing: Thursday, 6807A Anglin Dr, 
Ft. Worth, 7:30 - 9 PM
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   ( JT entertaining guests at the TW Open
      House in November 2011 )

      I really enjoyed my time as an officer in 
  the Texas Western.  My biggest reward 
  was seeing member smiles as they worked 
  on the layout or ran trains and seeing 
  guests as they stood staring with their 
  mouths half open.  I am excited about the 
  coming year.  With new leadership in both 
  the President and Chief of Operations 
  positions,  I for one am looking forwarding  
  to going boldly were no club has gone be
  fore.  Thanks for letting me be part of the
  Texas Western.

 
  Happy rails,

  Mike Corley
   Retired

  ( Continued from page 2.......)
  
  We moved lockers from the hall to the 
  back, demolished a couple of walls, 
  and created the room we now enjoy.  
  The ex-president’s office was nicely 
  remodeled (by the ex-president), and 
  we no longer feared a visit to the rest
  room.  The TW Star added a monthly 
  recipe feature, and operations at the 
  club continued to be loads of fun. The 
  Amarillo Railroad Museum benefited 
  from a visit by club members to help 
  them with construction of their layout. 
  KTVT aired another spot about the 
  club.  The club added Monday evenings 
  to Thursday and Saturday.

  On April 22, 2010, the most tragic event 
  dampened spirits at the club when Joe 
  Williams passed away.  Every time we 
  walk into the club, Joe Williams spirit is 
  there, and I for one feel it.

   The year 2011 was to be my last year 
  as a club officer.  During the year, we
  improved the layout with the addition 
  of the Alamosa extension, completed
  FTW engine facility, ballasted yards,   
  constructed new NG bridge, began
  Cumbres construction, remodeled   
  Houston, completed the lumber area,
  significantly progressed the sawmill,  
  began overhaul of the Texaco refinery,
  formalized Monday as open run night,   
  added many new members, and re
  leased the second club car.  It was a   
  great year that provided loads of fun for
  all.
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      MEMBER PROFILES 
      Continued..... from page 5.   

      

   ( Continued from page 5... )  seen.  He had blonde hair that curled at his temples. 
  His eyes were green like ours.  He was lively, bright 
  and healthy.  Six months later when we went before 
  the judge to finalize the adoption was one of the hap-
  piest days of our lives.

  We introduced Billy to his new grandparents and 
  his cousins.  We wanted Billy to experience the kind 
  of childhood we had enjoyed. We got together regu-
  larly with family.  Billy played T-ball and soccer, took 
  piano lessons, was in Cub and Boy Scouts, where he 
  received his Arrow of Light.  He played trumpet in his 
  High School band. 

  Billy had ADHD and always had a difficult time in 
  school.  He was impulsive and easily influenced.  In 
  high school, Billy began to hang out with a bad 
  crowd.  He started drinking and we seemed power-
  less to help him.  At 17 he left home.  What happened 
  at this point in our lives is a whole other story, but in 
  1992, at the age of 18, Billy took his own life. 

  In 2003, I retired from TXU Energy in Dallas with 33 
  years of service.  I started in Fort Worth in the Finan-
  cial Department typing pool.  I worked throughout  
  the company from the print shop to the switchboard. 
  I held secretarial positions in marketing, communi-
  cations and advertising and ended my career as a 
  Graphic Artist and Creative Director. After retirement 
  from TXU Energy, I worked for a small Ad agency for 
  a year and a half and now do a little free-lance work 
  from home.  Six years ago, we moved to Granbury to 
  be closer to family.

  

   (  Kathy’s interest in music is present in this 
      gazebo scene in Houston on the TWMRC. )

  My hobbies include art, sewing, needlework, garden-
  ing, making jewelry and garden art, reading, doll col-
  lecting, model railroading, traveling and golf.  I love 
  to sing and was in the choir in high school and col-
  lege.  I recently joined the choir at our church.

  When did I first get interested in model railroading, a 
  hobby of particular interest to men and boys?  While   
  Mother was buying us girls dolls for Christmas and 
  teaching us to sew clothes for them,  Daddy bought us 
  an H2O rocket and an electric train.  After all, he didn’t 
  have any boys!  My Mother got on a train headed for 
  Chicago and then New Jersey to marry my Father.  Both 
  of my Grandfathers worked for the railroad.  And then 
  there’s Fred!

  When I think about my life’s journey, a quote comes to 
  mind, though I don’t know who said it. “I am a part of all 
  whom I have met.”  Not only have the people in my life 
  helped to shape my life, but I’ve begun to realize how 
  much of an influence my life experiences have had on 
  my modeling on the Texas Western layout. 

  Note the vegetable gardens at the shanties in Boone   
  City and the Victorian home in Chama, the band 
  playing in the gazebo in Houston.  There’s an elderly   
  gentleman sitting on a bench, positioned to watch 
  the trains going by in front of the Victorian home, and 
  a grandmother in a white apron watching the chil-
  dren playing in front of the Boone City shanties.  Baked 
  goods and fresh fruits and veggies are being sold at 
  the Community Church Festival.  And I’m sure that the 
  kids playing ball on the vacant lot in Boone City were 
  told to “be home by supper time.”

  Faith, family and community, somehow connected by a   
  ribbon of rail, that’s what it’s all about for me, both in 
  modeling and as a part of the Texas Western.  Thanks 
  to those who created this great layout. Thanks for 
  allowing me to be a small part of this community of 
  modelers.  Thanks for letting me share my thoughts 
  with you.  And most of all, thanks for your friendship.
 

  Kathy Tucker          
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 Texas Western Board of Directors Roles
  President (CEO),
 The President shall preside over all Association’s meetings, represent the Association in   
  all public and business contacts, initially handle all Association’s business, and determine delega-  
  tion and disposition of said business. 

  Chief Operations Officer (COO),
 Chief Operations Officer assists the President and shall assume the office of the President dur-
  ing the temporary absence of the latter or at his or her death, resignation from the office or withdraw-
  al from the Association. The Chief Operations Officer shall act as General Manager of the real property 
  of the Association, General Superintendent of the Construction and Maintenance, and Operation of the
  Layout.

  Chief Development Officer (CDO). 
 Chief Development Officer is responsible for growth of the organization including public rela-
  tions, communications, public affairs, membership development, financial development, and club 
  relationships with other organizations such as regional NMRA and North Texas Council.

  Chief Administration Officer (CAO). 
 The Chief Administration Officer is responsible for the maintenance of accurate records and 
  files of Association business including membership and training records, rosters, and library plus 
  notifications of clinics, meetings, and functions correspondence.  The Chief Administrative Officer 
  will record the proceedings of both the board of officers and general business meetings’ minutes.

  Chief Financial Officer (CFO). 
 The Chief Financial Officer is responsible for the Association’s financial business, including the 
  collection and disbursement of all Association’s monies, maintenance of accurate financial records, 
  handling of all Association’s banking matters, preparation of monthly and any other special financial 
  statements for presentation to the Association. Additionally, the Chief Financial Officer will maintain
  accurate records of all member’s dues payments, and contact members in arrears for collection of
  dues, and any and all other financial matters the Association enters into.

  Texas Western Railway Association, www.twmrc.org,



      10               January  2012                                                                                                 The STAR

   

Texas Western Railway Association
P.O. Box 1303, Kennedale, TX  76060
www.texaswesternmrc.org

HAPPY BIRTHDAY - JANUARY 2012           
     
     
                  Don Hays 1/18                       
   
      

Clean UP Crew
JANUARY 2012

FRED TUCKER
Paul Anderson

Tim Holt
Jay Waters

THE TEXAS WESTERN
STAR


