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Building A 

Model Railroad 
Empire

   

  The club has many a serious model railroader amongst us. We   
  have highly skilled members with lots of experience with track 
  laying, wiring and layout planning. A few of us have been build-
  ing structures to go on the layout. More have been laying track 
  and turnouts. Others have put in some rock scenery and our 
  electrical crews are busy wiring up the tracks.
     In 2017 the fruits of our model railroading labors will begin to
  produce trains running, more scenery and some structures plac-
  ed on the layout.  With the track put down in the Houston Har-
  bor, all of the mainline track will be completed on the first phase
  of our layout number two.
     For most of us, it’s been too long since we’ve gotten to run
  trains. But, I’m confident that is about to change very soon!
  There are many area’s for modelers new and old to step in learn
  these skill sets as we continue to build the new layout. This is
  sometimes overlooked in clubs but there is room for all mem-
                  ( This article continues on page 9.............)
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  We surpassed 300 “Likes” on 

   on our Facebook page!
  /TexasWesternModelRailroadClub
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   From The 
  Business Car
  

  Iwant to express again how 
  honored I am to have been elected 
  as your CEO for 2017.  I have a 
  very good feeling that 2017 is go- 
  ing to be excellent for the Texas 
  Western Model RR Club.  As you 
  may know we have moved the 
  Texas Western Train Show to Nov-
  ember 11-12th so as to get away 
  from the North Texas Council and 
  the State Fair conflicts; also, per-
  haps we will have a little better 
  train show weather (colder, blustery 
  and not good for outdoor activities).  
  We are also starting to pick up new 
  membership applications on a more 
  regular basis with us just receiving 
  Kevin Leddy’s application last 
  week.
     I am able to return to my work 
  this week and am feeling better dai-
  ly, so I hope to be at the club again 
  on a regular basis. Thank you again 
  for the beautiful green plant basket 
  and card, it made me feel better just 
  looking at it. Now turn your prayers 
  and thoughts to Kim and Darla and 
  let’s see if we can’t get them back 
  up and running around soon.
     The BOD will be meeting on the 
  25th to discuss the club’s upcoming 
  business and one of the topics will 
  be the planning for the club trip to 
  Chama, and riding the Cumbres 
  and Toltec.  If you haven’t been to

  Chama, it is a wonderful experience 
  and chance to see what railroading
  looked like in the early part of 
  1900’s.  The operators are very ac-   
  commodating and allow us railroad 
  nuts to roam around the yard taking 
  photos and looking at the trains; not 
  something you can do anywhere 
  else that I know of.  The first trains 

  of the 2017 season run on May 
  27th,  but we are thinking about 
  looking at the first of June possibly 
  for our trip when the rush dies 
  down a bit.  The ride is not in-
  expensive, but from someone that 
  has ridden it twice so far I will tell 
  you it is worth the price; adults are 
  $95.75 and children are $49.75 
  each in the Coach. With your ticket 
  

  At this time, I think we would want 
  to leave here on a Thursday morn-
  ing, travel as far as Amarillo 
   ( Continued on page 3......)
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 ( Continued from page 2, )
  you also have access to the gon-
  dola car which is where I usually 
  spend my time because the unob-
  structed view is spectacular! Once 
  we have set the date for the ride 
  we will set up the departure date 
  from Fort Worth, overnight stop, 
  and accommodations in Chama. 
  We will need to make reservations  
  for all hotels and the train as soon 
  as possible, so you need to let us 
  know at the Business meeting if 
  you will participate. (about ½ 
  way) before stopping for the 
  night.  We could visit the Amarillo 
  Railroad Museum club and see 
  their layout that evening.  The 

 

  next day we could travel to  
  Chama and check into the hotel/
  motel. Unfortunately the Santa Fe 
  Southern is not still running tour-
  ist trains down to Lamy, NM. or 
  we could ride that train as we did 
  several years ago. Once in Chama 
  we can look around the yard and 
  take some photos in the evening.  
  We would schedule the train ride 
  for the next morning (8:30 AM till 
  4:30 PM) to Antonito, then again 
  roam the yards and take photos.

February   
Business Meeting
Thurs. Feb. 2,

@ 7 PM
at 

The Clubhouse

  

         

Gary Cox
was named

2016 
Engineer of

the Year.
A plaque with his name

will be sent to his family.
  

 

 
 

  
  The ride is by train one way then 
  back by motor coach, which is 
  comfortable and a welcome 
  change. Sunday could be depar-
  ture day for some of us, or others 
  may wish to stay and chase the 
  trains that day which is a lot of 
  fun before heading back.  
     We will be discussing this fun 
  trip at the Business meeting so be 
  sure to attend and get the details.

  See you at the Business Meeting!

           Darrell Cowles
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  The CFO Flyer
 Howdy folks,
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     Thoughts From The
  Railway Express Car
  

“So how” you may ask, “did you get involved in 
  HO model railroading?” A welcomed question and 
  one easily answered: My wife made me do it!

     As you may recall, I mentioned in a previous 
  article that my first train collection was Lionel, 
  with additions being delivered faithfully every 
  year by Santa Clause in my young life. I was only 
  allowed to set up my trains at Christmas time due 
  to the small size of our apartment. The rest of the 
  year it was carefully packed away in a closet.

     When I went away to college and pursued my 
  life’s dreams the trains remained with my parents. 
  Unfortunately, they moved several times over the 
  years and, somehow, parts of my collection disap-
  peared. I didn’t discover this until after we were 
  married and we set up our own household.

     In any event, Anne was an only child and, as it 
  turned out, a train lover. Being an only child, and 
  a girl, her father brushed aside her requests for a 
  model train throughout her young life, explaining 
  that trains were not for girls.

     So I solved that problem on our first Christmas 
  together. I bought her an HO train and set it up 
  running around the Christmas tree. Mind you, it 
  was hers but I got bit by the HO bug in the process 
  and the rest is history.

     So my wife got me started but a huge bit of 
  credit has to go to EBay for the growth and expan-
  sion of my collection. For several years I became 
  and EBay “junkie” and couldn’t resist the excite-
  ment of watching and eventually winning bids on 
  prized additions to my collection. 

     But eventually, with no little prodding from my    
  spouse, I had to wake up to the economics of a 
  train collection. I eventually learned to control my 
  passions and live within a realistic budget.

     

     Which brings me to the segue into the real mes-
  sage from the CFO this month:  We all need to 
  do our part to live within our budget. We’ve talked 
  about controlling the temperature in the build-
  ing to conserve on our energy bill. We are going 
  to have to look at opportunities to cut expenses 
  and increase revenue as we go forward. If we 
  don’t, the proverbial light at the end of the tunnel 
  may be a disaster heading our way.  Please re-
  member to do your part and make your sugges-
  tions known. All are welcome.
      Respectfully,

      Dick Mucker
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   The CAO’s 
  Baggage Car
  

  2017 is going to be a momentous year for 
  the Texas Western Model Railroad Club!!!    
  I predict we will finally be able to run 
  trains on a functional layout.  We will in-  
  crease membership.  We will remain fi-
  nancially stable.  I see a boost in our Train 
  Show attendance with the new Show date.  
  I am optimistic that our current members 
  will regain their health and resume ac-
  tivities at the Club.  2016 was a struggle in 
  many ways, so I look forward to 2017 with 
  hope and optimism.

      

  We will be planning a major excursion this 
  year to ride the Cumbres and Toltec railroad.  
  This will be a wonderful time of fun and 
  laughter with your fellow Club members and 
  their spouses.  Start saving up now to join 
  us.  We will keep you apprised of plans as 
  they solidify.

  I look forward to getting back to the Club 
  and working again soon. Darla and I contin-
  ue to welcome your prayers and thank you 
  for your concerns with her health issues.  
  We are so thankful for our TWMRC fam-
  ily!!!! 

   Jay H2Os
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  THE TRAIN SCHEDULE
   Upcoming Meetings, Events, 
   Shows & Clinics
  

  FEBRUARY 2017
  2nd - February Business Meeting
  @ 7p, will he held @ The Club   
  House, Thursday.
  3RD- HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
  JONAS GRANT
 
  4th -  Work Day,  3p - 9p, 
   Saturday

  9th - Work Night, 7p - 9:30p, 
   Thursday

  11th - Youth In Model RRing Meet-
   ing, 10 am - 12:30 pm, Saturday

  11th - Work Day, 3p - 9p, Saturday

  15TH- HAPPY BIRTHDAY
  LEO PALITTI
 
  16TH- HAPPY BIRTHDAY
  DON HAMILTON
   16th -  Work Night, 7p - 9:30p, 
   Thursday
  
  18th -  Work Day,  3p - 9p, 
   Saturday
 
   23rd -  Work Night, 7p - 9:30p, 
   Thursday

  
  25th -  Work Day,  3p - 9p, 
   Saturday

  25TH- HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
  JAY WATERS

  25TH- HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
  JOHN GARFIELD
  

  MARCH 2017 

  2nd - March Business
  Meeting, 7p, will he   
  held @ our club house, 
   Thursday  
   

Bayou City Ltd.
Super Regional Convention

Lone Star Region
N.M.R.A.

Houston, TX
June 7 - 11, 2017

Westchase Hilton
9999 Westheimer Rd.

Houston,  77042

More Info @
bayoucitylimited.org

 
 2017

Texas Western Train Show
Sat. November 11th

10 AM - 5 PM
&

Sun. November 12th
11 AM - 4 PM

Forest Hill Civic Center
6901 Wichita Street

Forest Hill, TX
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   From The COO’s
  Coal Hopper

     So, the New Year is upon us and once again it is 
  “Stock Show” weather.  Cold, wet, and nasty.  And 
  the Cowboys aren’t in the playoffs.  Bummer.
     Thanks for your confidence in my ability to help 
  guide the TWMRC through another year.  I think 
  2017 is will turn out to be a good year.  The Board 
  of Directors will continue to move us forward, we 
  have a new, more “attendance friendly”, Novem-
  ber weekend for the TW Train Show, there is a  
  club trip planned for late spring, we continue to re- 
  ceive generous donations of model railroad equip-
  ment, significant strides are being made in the pro-  
  gress of the layout, and there have been several 
  visitors over the past couple of months that show a 
  modicum of interest in the club.  These are all 
  good things, and show that as a club, we are vi-
  brant and alive.

     

     The layout.  As of Thursday the 12th, on the 28 
  inch level, the Logging Helix was connected to the 
  branchline main.  After some turnout work on the 
  Blast Furnace leads last Saturday, my grandson 
  Jack let an ore car loose on the Logging Helix, and 
  it rolled all the way past the Sawmill and Blast 
  Furnace, almost up to the Lonestar Interchange.  
  That’s more than 35 feet!  

  
     Since Mike Corley has returned to us, some track 
  action is planned for the Houston Harbor area.  
  The Sparkies have progressed to a point that they 
  can let Mike get the mainline on the 28 inch level 
  laid across the top of the booster drawers.  That 
  will then connect Houston and it’s Helix portal 
  with the rest of the 28 inch level.
    

      Don Hays intends to create a run/program area 
  on the Tower 55 track that is closest to the aisle. It 
  will be only for setting up consists, assigning loco 
  numbers, and other programming things that do 
  not require much movement of a locomotive or 
  consist.  This will allow operators to put their loco-
  motives on a track and set it up to run the layout, 
  then drive it onto the layout.  He tells me that the 
  particular section of track will be electrically iso-
  lated from all the rest, and its’ power will be 
  switched for either “program” or for “run”.  If it is 
  on “program”, it will not be possible to run  
  through it, and if it is on “run”, it will not be pos-
  sible to program on it.
     Jerry has been working in several areas. Most of 
  his recent activity has been installing track power 
  drops through the roadbed and foam, along with 
  pulling wires for power busses.  John Garfield 
  continues work on his corner, and Mike Galligan 
  is once again directing his efforts to the T-55 cross-
  ings, trying to get them bullet proof and operating 
  flawlessly. Several of us helped Chris Johnson (the 
  new guy) with the bottom siding track on the Log-
  ging Helix the other night.
                               ( Continued on page 9 ........... )
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  ( Continued on Page 9 ............ )
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    From The CDO’s
  Pullman Car

  First off, please allow me to thank you 
  again for your confidence to vote me onto the 
  board of such a fine organization. I’ll do my best 
  to live up to the expectations of all of you and of 
  the role of Chief Development Officer.
     I honestly believe that this year will hold some 
  fantastic opportunities for our gathering. As I men-
  tioned at the installation dinner, I’m targeting mul-
  tiple groups for some support in order to further 
  our work, not only in Forrest Hill, but in the 
  Metroplex in general. As we continue to make 
  progress and as others see that progress (and I’m 
  not just referring to the active display of railroad-
  ing that is being built, but the research library and 
  museum as well), it will become extremely appar-
  ent that success will beget success. If we, as a 
  group, seize that success and continue the momen-
  tum, we will be able to make significant strides 
  during 2017.

     

     Which leads me to another thought. The role of 
  Chief Development Officer is not simply one to 
  solicit donations from others. Development can be 
  not just external, but internal as well. Therefore, in 
  an effort to broaden the duties of this position, I’d 
  like to ask for suggestions of ways that we can en-
  courage internal development as well. I’ve already 
  been approached by one individual with a monu-
  mental idea that could have a significant impact 
  on the club if it can be accomplished and would 
  bring amazing publicity and mark a tremendous 
  step toward demonstrating that, while lofty, our 
  goals and the mission of the organization are being 
  achieved. Whether its clinics, public relations 
  training, ideas for recruiting new members, work-
  ing on the NMRA achievement program, etc., I 
  would truly like to hear from you, the members, on 
  ways that we can “develop” the club, both individ-
  ually and as a whole. Call me, or drop me an 
  email, at cdo@twmrc.org.

     Until next month…

   Mike Mackey  
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   ( Continued from Page 7..... )
     From The Coal Car.......................

      Coming Activities.  There is an operating ses-
  sion the weekend of St. Patrick’s day, the 17th, 
  18th, and 19th, of March up in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
  sponsored by the Indian Nations Division of the  
  NMRA.  About 20 layouts are available to choose 
  from to operate on, on a “first signed up, you get 
  it” basis, and several workshops on Saturday 
  morning.  The general schedule is: Operating 
  sessions Friday evening; Workshops on Saturday 
  morning (with a catered lunch) and afternoon; 
  Operating sessions Saturday night, and Operating 
  sessions on Sunday morning.  Some of our mem-
  bers have been up there before, so can attest to the 
  fun, and recommend layouts to sign up for.  The 
  Tulsa Hampton Inn is the group hotel, I believe 
  it is a $99/night rate, which is good for a Hamp-
  ton Inn.  4 or 5 of us have already signed up.  You 
  should too!  Contact me for more information.

     I think Jay Waters is spearheading a trip to the 
  Cumbres and Toltec Scenic RR in early June.  It’s 
  been 14 or so years since the club went there as 
  a group, and we had an absolute BALL!!  Spouses 
  are welcome, and if you haven’t been round nar-
  row gauge steam much, you really do need to go.

  Keep the greasy side down and water in the sight 
  glass!

                                     Clarence Zink

   ( Continued from Page 1..........)
      Building A Model Railroad Empire...........
  bers to come down and find an area of building the
  new layout that they have an interest. I know for 
  myself, I have always been interested in modeling
  structures and scenery.  Last year, I participated in
  Mike Corleys Craftsman Structure Clinics held 
  thru out the year, covering many of the aspects of
  building HO scale structures and vehicles.  I had
  built kits before but I learned so much from his in-
  dept clinics that I’ve been able to apply to the    
  wood FOS Scale kit I am currently building for 
  the club. 

  In January Clarence Zinks grandson Jack joined 
  the club and Pops has been teaching his apprentice
  soldering and basic wiring giving him a modeling
  job putting in drops in the steel mill area. Joe Bat-
  son has been doing more ground scenery in the 
  logging area and David Hall continues to work 
  with him along with Jerry Fussell & Chris Johnson 
  doing putting in more track there.  Come down 
  and help us build this model railroad empire. All
  of our members are Welcome!

                                           Chris Galvin
   

300 “Likes”
We surpassed 300 likes on our Facebook page

Keep them coming!
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Clean UP Crew
JANUARY 2015
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David Hall
Bob Hunt

Ken Roose
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FEBRUARY 2017 BIRTHDAYS

                        

                  Jonas Grant  2/3     Leo Palitti 2/15       Don Hamilton 2/16    Jay Waters 2/25    John Garfield 2/25 
     

THE TEXAS WESTERN 
STAR

Clean UP Crew
FEBRUARY 2017

 
MIKE MACKEY
John Callesen
James French
Jerry Fussell

Texas Western Railroad Association
6808 Forest Hill Drive, Forest Hill, TX


