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Announcing the

 Club Christmas 
Party

When: Thursday, December 8th @ 7 PM
Where: TWMRC Club House

Who’s Invited: All current club members & their 
families

Potluck Dinner
Bring a covered dish or two, depending on the number 
in your family to share with others as well as a dessert 

if you can.  
& Gift Exchange

We will be doing a gift exchange again this year so if 
you want to participate, please bring a train related gift 

to exchange with others, 
Or a Ladies Gift for the ladies to exchange.

*Please keep the cost limited to around $15. - $20. 
range so everyone enjoys the gift no

matter what they end up with.

If you can help setting up the club for this party, 
please contact a board member.   

 Our Club mourns the 
 death of one of our 
 members, Gary Cox.  
 see story on pages...
  ...............................3
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   From The 
  Business Car
  
  I hope you had a great Thanks- 
  giving, and your family was able 
  to get together for at least the day 
  to visit and enjoy each other’s 
  company.  I also hope you didn’t 
  get trampled on Black Friday if 
  you ventured out into the stores.  
 
  We have a lot to be thankful for at 
  the TWMRC: great friends, good 
  family fun, and a chance to build 
  something that will last beyond 
  ourselves to serve the community 
  of railroad fans, historians, and 
  modelers. Sometimes we forget to 
  tell our friends that we care for 
  them, and when one is gone unex-
  pectedly we wonder if they really 
  understood how important they 
  were to us.  That perhaps was 
  brought home vividly this past 
  month when our friend Gary Cox 
  passed away suddenly and unex-
  pectedly.

       

  

  ( Above: Gary working the 2016
  Texas Western Train Show. )
   We have other members that are 
  struggling with illnesses, disabil-
  ities, and personal issues, and we

  need to be cognizant of their issues 
  and provide support when possible.  
  It is what families do. 

  
  
 
 
 
  ( Above: Gary attending Joe Bat-
  son’s rock scenery clinic earlier
  this year. )
  The Tower 55 module is ready and 
  will probably be in place by the 
  time you read this article; thanks 
  to Gary Cox, Mike Galligan, John 
  Garfield, and Jerry Fussell’s efforts.  
  This centerpiece is the nucleus of     
  the layout providing the most real-
  istic representation of operations in 
  Fort Worth and showing the public 
  how trains operated.  We should 
  also have a fairly large loop of 
  track powered and see trains run-
  ning on our layout at almost any 
  time now. Thank you to the John 
  & Don Electrical Department for 
  getting all the little sparks to line up 
  properly.  

  I may be away from the club for a 
  few weeks but will certainly keep 
  up with what is going on and most 
  of the time be available for ques-
  tions if you call.  My apologies for 
  being out of pocket.  

  Darrell Cowles

                                      
  The STAR
  is published by
  The Texas Western
  Model Railroad Club
  & The Texas West-
  ern Railroad Assoc-
  iation, A 501c Non-
  Profit Organization.
  Visit our web site:
  www.twmrc.org

2016
  Executive Board

  
   Darrell Cowles
   Chief Executive Officer
   ceo@twmrc.org

   Clarence Zink
   Chief Operations
   Officer
   coo@twmrc.org

   Dick Mucker Chief   
   Financial Officer
   cfo@twmrc.org

   Kim Hays
   Chief Development
   Officer
   cdo@twmrc.org

   Jay Waters
   Chief Administration
   Officer
   cao@twmrc.org

   

   LIKE US on Facebook,
   Texas Western Model
   Railroad Club
  
   Follow Us on 
   Instagram:
#texaswesternmodelrrclub 
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Gary Lee Cox
March 9, 1956 - November 7, 2016

 It is always a shock when someone seemingly healthy is suddenly and 
unexpectedly taken from us. Such was the case when our friend and 
fellow Texas Western member Gary Cox passed away suddenly on 

November 7th. Gary had been a TWMRC member for many years and 
had developed a friendship with many of us that will last beyond this 

time. Gary was a good modeler with years of experience, an interest in 
doing things the right way, and could see and understood the “big picture” 
for the club’s future. He was my friend and a friend of many others here at 

the club; I will miss him greatly.  Gary desired and strove for excel-
 lence in our club, challenging the status quo sometimes, but with the end 
goal of making this the best club and organization possible. Most recently 
he had put a lot of effort into the scenery in the logging area, but his pride 
was doing the trackwork for the centerpiece of our layout: Tower 55. He 

could be depended upon to pitch in and help with every club function and 
volunteered many of his hours at the annual train show; filling in shifts 
and doing whatever was needed. Gary Cox, our friend, fellow member, 

and dedicated husband. You will be missed.

                                                                   Darrell Cowles
  

December   
Business Meeting
Thurs. Dec. 1,

@ 7 PM
@ The Clubhouse
in Forest Hill.

  

         

  2016
DON HAMILTON

ENGINEER
OF THE 
YEAR

VOTING 
TAKES

PLACE IN
DECEMBER
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  The CFO Flyer
 Howdy folks,
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     Thoughts From The
  Railway Express Car
  

Throughout my working career I was constant-
  ly faced with a deadline to beat or a schedule to 
  meet. With retirement came relief from all the 
  schedule headaches. Then I find out that, with the 
  lofty office of CFO comes the privilege of creating 
  a literary gem for the monthly newsletter – every 
  month.

  So I thought I’d start out with a little intro and do 
  some reminiscing as we approach the Holidays. 
  From the very start I was fascinated by streetcars 
  and trains. My earliest memories were of our 
  apartment at 90th and Ashland on the South Side 
  of Chicago. From my bedroom window I could see 
  the streetcars and hear their clanging as they mov-
  ed up and down Ashland Avenue. The end of the 
  line was up the street at 95th so I would walk up 
  there and watch the turn- around procedure:lower- 
  ing and raising of the electric booms and the re-
  positioning of the seats. The seat backs could be 
  moved from front to back so passengers would 
  always be facing forward during their journeys. I 
  was fascinated by the different techniques used by 
  conductors to get the seats repositioned as quickly 
  as possible. 

  Then there was the Rock Island commuter station 
  in Brainerd. I was strictly forbidden to go any-
  where near the railroad tracks because it was too 
  dangerous for a little kid. So, quite naturally, I 
  would follow along with the ”big kids” who would 
  keep me safe. The biggest attraction was to place 
  a penny on the track while the train awaited the 
  exchange of passengers in the station. The sight 
  and sound of the steam engine seemed monstrous 
  and scared the stuffing out of me. It was with a 
  racing and pounding heart that I would consider 
  placing my penny on the track in anticipation of 
  producing a shiny copper oval.

  You have to remember, in those days a penny was 
  nothing at which a kid turned up his nose. It had 
  real value. A little kid could go into a candy store  
  and buy a day’s worth of delights. So, a real deci-
  sion had to be made: Place the penny on the track 
  and retrieve an oval treasure after the passing of 
  the train or use it to make a sugary purchase. Most 
  confection emporiums would not accept a penny 
  after the Rock Island had left its mark. And if I 
  took an elongated penny home I had to make sure 
  Mom and Dad never saw it because that was a 
  dead giveaway that I had been “up at the tracks.”

  So now I have the pleasure of playing with trains 
  in a safe environment here at the club. It’s nice 
  to be surrounded with “big kids” from whom I get 
  guidance, friendship and camaraderie. 

  Dick Mucker
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   The CAO’s 
  Baggage Car

 Family!!!  These past few months 
  have made clear to me that the Texas West-
  ern Model Railroad Club is a family. We 
  have celebrated together, argued with and 
  picked on each other, offered prayers and 
  concerns for illnesses, and mourned the 
  loss of Gary Cox.  I cannot tell you how 
  much I appreciate the prayers and concerns 
  voiced for Darla in all of her health issues.  
  I have literally cried on Darrell’s shoulder 
  in the ER and felt the wave of compassion 
  wash over me knowing everything would 
  be okay.  I have offered up prayers for 
  various members for their health issues 
  and will continue to lift them up.  As we 
  celebrate Thanksgiving and Christmas I 
  thank God for my TWMRC family.  You 
  are all a blessing to me and I am so fortu-
  nate to have been accepted into this family.  
  I wish each and every one of you and 
  yours a very Merry Christmas and a 
  blessed New Year.

  Jay H2Os
   

   The Board of Directors
  Nominations for 2017.
  

   CEO - Darrell Cowles
  COO -  Clarence Zink
  CFO - Dick Mucker
  CAO - Jay Waters
  CDO - Mike Mackey

  At the December meeting, Nominations 
  will be opened to add any others interested 
  in serving on the 2017 BOD and seconded. 
  Then all Members present at the meeting 
  will vote on the 2017 Board.
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  THE TRAIN SCHEDULE
   Upcoming Meetings, Events, 
   Shows & Clinics
  

  DECEMBER 2016
  1st - December Business Meeting
  @ 7p, will he held @ the club
  house, Thursday,

  3rd -  Work Day,  3p - 9p, 
   Saturday

  8th - Work Night, 7p - 9:30p, 
   Thursday

   9TH- HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
  JOHN CALLESEN

  10th - Youth In Model RRing Meet-
   ing, 10 am - 12:30 pm, Saturday

  10th - Work Day, 3p - 9p, Saturday
   
  15th -  Work Night, 7p - 9:30p, 
   Thursday

  17th -  Work Day,  3p - 9p, 
   Saturday

  22nd -  Work Night, 7p - 9:30p, 
   Thursday

  24th - Santa’s Work Day,  3p - 9p, 
   Saturday
  

  
  25th - MERRY CHRISTMAS !

  29th - Work Night, 7p - 9:30p, 
   Thursday

  30TH- HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
  JERRY FUSSELL
 
  

  JANUARY 2017 

  TBD - January Business
  Meeting, 7p - 9p, will he   
  held @ our club house, 
   Thursday  

TWMRC
Potluck

Christmas 
Party

Thurs. Dec. 8th
7 pm

White Elephant
Gift Exchange

Bring a Gift for a  Modeler Or 
a Gift for a Spouse

At the Clubhouse
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   From The COO’s
  Coal Hopper

     Hi, howdy, and it’s good to be back. Can- 
  ada was not as cold and snowy as I had packed for, 
  but it was still a good trip.10 degrees fahrenheit, 
  when I arrived on Sunday, and  minus 20 degrees 
  fahrenheit, when I left on Friday, and foggy in bet- 
  ween, but there were no delays getting to the mine, 
  and no delays getting out of the mine, so it was a 
  good trip.
     

  

  ( Above:  Chuck Ellis Model RR in Austin, TX)

  On November 8th several of us drove down to 
  Austin to operate on Chuck Ellis’s layout, the 
  Great Northwestern & Pacific RR.  His layout rep-
  resents a mainline RR running from the Minnea-
  polis/Duluth area all the way across the northern 
  tier of states to Seattle, Washington, with a couple 
  of branch lines in between.  It is a freelanced RR, 
  as the name indicates, and is rather large, filing the 
  “as built” basement of his home, and some base-
  ment extensions he excavated himself.  One of the 
  features Chuck incorporated was long mainline 
  runs. He said he did a lot of basement extensions 
  just so he could have long continuous mainline 
  runs by building the curves outside the “as built” 
  basement in the areas he dug out himself. 
    The pike operated flawlessly once one got used 
  to the control panels and indicators, which was not 

  
  difficult at all.  My Grandson Jack went with us, 
  and was “engineer” with me as “conductor” We
  got a switching  job in Nanville (named after 
  Chuck’s wife Nan), and had a full afternoon shuf-
  fling cars around, breaking up “drop off’s” and 
  building “pick-ups”.  I was a little apprehensive 
  about Jack just wanting to run the mainline, drive 
  the train, but he thought the switching job was 
  great, especially after we had to wait for a couple 
  of passenger trains and a freight to clear before 
  he could cross the main and run up the branchline 
  to the grain elevators at Sherwood to drop some 
  grain cars, run over to the powerplant to drop off     
  to the grain elevators some coal hoppers, then run 
  back to Sherwod to pick up empty grain cars, and 
  get back to Nanville in time to plug them into the 
  late afternoon eastbound manifest.
     Chuck is a guy after my own heart.  How many 
  people do you know with a complete open pit min-
  ing operation in their basement?  Yeah, an open pit 
  mine. COMPLETE!  Chuck built an open pit mine 
  at “Butte” the size of a jacuzzi and just about as 
  deep.  It has mine benches, a haul road, several 
  haul trucks, a P&H 4100XP rope shovel, bull-
  dozers, etc., etc., etc.  The haul trucks even have 
  a crusher to dump ore into, and there is a “process” 
  building that processes the ore and loads it into 20 
  car trains.

  Then, some lucky guy (it wasn’t me this time) 
  gets to run that ore train completely to the other 
  end of the layout, three rooms away, and drop it at 
  the ore dock yard, where the ore is then ran out 
  onto the ore dock and loaded into (wait for it . . . .) 
  the EDMUND FITZGERALD! Chuck has a wry 
  sense of humor for sure!
                     ( Continued on Page ......................9).   
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  The CDO’s 
 Parlor Car  

 That  

 

    

       

 
     

  

    

  
    

    

  
  ( Continued on Page 9 ............ )
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    From The CDO’s
  Parlor Car

   This will be my final CDO Report. 
   I thank everyone for their support while I 
  served the club in this position. As most of   
  you know, I have been struggling quite a 
  bit with my multiple sclerosis this year. Un-
  fortunately, this has resulted in me not be-
  ing able to fulfill the duties of my office. I 
  have excepted A position on the newly 
  created Social Communications Commit-
  tee. This change will allow me to continue 
  to serve the club where I will continue to 
  update the website, as well as assist the 
  new CDO With train show advertising and 
  in obtaining grants for the club.

  As you may know, our new club member, 
  Mike Mackey, has been nominated for the 
  club’s CDO position. I worked with Mike 
  while he chaired the committee that put on 
  the Lonestar NMRA convention last sum-
  mer. As most of you know, this was one of 
  the best regional conventions in the NM-
  RA. I am excited to see what Mike will be 
  able to do when he brings his talents to the 
  CDO position for our club! I will enjoy as-
  sisting him, anyway I can, and look for-
  ward to the exciting year for our club in 
  2017.

  2017 looks like it will be a banner year for 
  our club! Thanks again for your support 
  while I served on the Board of Directors. I 
  look forward to continuing to assist the 
  club on the social committee where I will 
  continue to do what I can to serve the club.

  By the way, I did speak with David Hawk-
  ins, of Dallas Bricks and the DFW Lego 
  User Group. He has committed to setting 
  up is display again next year at our Nov-
  ember 2017 train show!!

  
  Kim Hays
  Chief Development Officer
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   ( Continued from Page 7..... )
     COO’s Coal Hopper........................

     The Christmas Party is coming up on Thursday, 
  December 8th.  Be sure to let Jay Waters know if 
  you are going to be solo or coming with a guest, 
  and what side dish or dessert you will be bring
  ing.  We will have turkey and ham, and possibly a 
  smoked brisket as meats.  TWMRC members 
  please bring a gift for the “Chinese Gift” ex-
  change.  Your spouse, significant other, or what-
  ever the relationship may be, are welcome to par- 
  ticipate in the gift exchange, and should bring a 
  “non train” gift to exchange with other “non train” 
  people.

    

     Kudu’s go out to Mike Galligan for fixing the 
  most recent problem with the Tower 55 spider.  
  For those of you who are not aware of what hap-
  pened, we found that 4 axle loco’s like GP7’s and 
  GP9’s would not go through the triple crossings 
  at slow speed.  They were OK at speeds at a “lope” 
  or faster, but at a “walk”, the loco’s stalled every 
  time.  The problem was that the spacing of the 
  three diamonds was exactly such that the loco-
  motives’ lead truck’s lead axle, and both axles on 
  the rear truck, would land on the plastic insulation 
  between rail sections (part of the commercial 
  crossing) of the two outer crossings, and the loco

 

  ( Above:  Incredible mountain scenery from 
  Chuck Ellis’s model layout. )
  
   would lose power.  At faster than a “walk”, there 
  was enough natural momentum (not the program-
  med type) to propel the loco through the dia-
  monds, and it would pick up power on the other 
  side. Longer and shorter locos had no problem, 
  just those built on the GP7/9 frame with the GP7/9     
  truck structure.
      Anyway, Mike G. moved the track slightly, and 
  changed an unsightly wiggle into a graceful transi
  tion, so all is good.  Thanks Mike!

     Christmas Party December 8th.  More details at 
  the business meeting on December 1.

     Best to you, and hope you have a good Thanks-
  giving! 

      Clarence Zink
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Clean UP Crew
JANUARY 2015

DARRELL COWLES
David Hall
Bob Hunt

Ken Roose

THE TEXAS WESTERN
STAR
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DECEMBER 2016 BIRTHDAYS

                        

                       John Callesen  12/9                                                                                              Jerry Fussell 11/30 
     

THE TEXAS WESTERN 
STAR

Clean UP Crew
DECEMBER 2016

 
Darrell Cowles

Johnny Skiba
Jim Wallace

Cameron Wallace

Texas Western Railroad Association
6808 Forest Hill Drive, Forest Hill, TX


