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The Texas Western 
Year 2014 in Review by Photo’s

  From January to December 2014, The Texas Western Model RR
  Club moved into a new building, put a team together to plan
  a new club layout, organized and put on its first train show, sort-
  ed nails, screws, wood, track, scenery materials, and structures, 
  wiring, etc. and began building the benchwork for the new lay-
  out. See the progress the club has made in this photo essay of
  the past year!

  ( Above: A January Move-In for the club in Forest Hill. 
   Below Left:  Clarence Zink tears out scenery at the old club  
  house. Below Right: Members sweep up during move. )
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      Executive Board
 
        Darrell Cowles    
        Chief Executive Officer            
        ceo@twmrc.org

        Jim Wallace 
        Chief Operations Officer
        coo@twmrc.org

        Kim Hinton - Chief      
         Development Officer
         cdo@twmrc.org

        Mike Corley  - Chief    
         Financial Officer
         cfo@twmrc.org

         Jay Waters - Chief     
          Administrative Officer
          cao@twmrc.org

     From  The 
  President’s Car

  I hope your Christmas and 
  New Year holidays were merry 
  and bright.  Did Santa bring 
  you what you wanted?  Without 
  the knowledge of the results from 
  opening my packages on Christ-
  mas, I can tell you that I already 
  have what I always ask for and 
  treasure the most:  Family and 
  friends.   
    
      I am blessed to have a wonder-
  ful, close, supportive, and fun   
  family to visit with during the 
  Holidays and throughout the 
  rest of the year.  I am also blessed 
  to have another family with which 
  to share my passions and pursuits 
  throughout the year; most of 
  them are members of the TWM-
  RC.  I hope you consider the 
  TWMRC as your family as well, 
  because it will be rewarding and  
  some of the most fun you will 
  have.  Granted, we are family in 
  that we don’t always agree, we 

 
  don’t always say exactly the right 
  things, but we always care about 
  each other and the Texas Western 
  Model RR Club. We always come 
  to help when there is work to do 
  or tasks that we have a skill to 
  do;  that is how this club was 
  built in the past and how it is get-
  ting done today as well. 
     
     I want to thank everyone for 
  voting this past December and I 
  will endeavor to promote the 
  TWMRC through the building of 
  our wonderful layout, helping  
  each other learn new things and 
  skills, and making the Texas 
  Western Train Show 2015 an 
  even bigger success.  We are go-
  ing to hold our annual  Installa-
  tion dinner at Mercado Juarez at 
  Matlock and I-20 in Arlington on 
  January 8th, 7 PM.  I have in-
  vited the Mayor of Forest Hill, 
  the City Manager, and of course 
  Venus to attend this meeting with 
  us.  We will be presenting them 
  with the awards and plaques that 
  we discussed at the past meeting, 
  so I am hoping they can attend.

  I wish each of you a prosperous
  and happy New Year!

   Darrell Cowles, 
  CEO 
  Lifetime Member
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    ( Photo’s: Inside & outside of 
     the South helix. The outside has
     sheetrock and facia with foam
     substructure for the logging 
     tracks. Inside the helix will be
    ascending & descending tracks 
    and a crawl/access space.)

The 2015 January 
Business Meeting

& New Board Installation
Dinner

Thursday, January 8th

7 PM

at Mercado Juarez Cafe
@ Matlock & I-20 

in Arlington
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  The CFO Flyer
 Howdy folks,
 
  Well, 2014 is over, and we are still financially se-
  cure.  Thanks to recurring donations and mem-
  bers paying their dues, we have been able to 
  keep the lights on and pay our bills.  Your 
  monthly dues pay for gas, electricity, water, 
  sewer, insurance, building security, building 
  lease, layout construction materials, building 
  maintenance, telephone, Internet access, web-
  site, and advertisement.  When you add all 
  those expenses together, you can see why it is 
  important that we all pull our share of the load. 
  These mundane expenses enable us to have fun 
  playing with trains, socializing with like minded 
  people, simulating prototype operations, build-
  ing structures, building train equipment, re-
  searching railroad topics, collecting railroad 
  periodicals and videos, contributing to the 
  greater Fort Worth community, and sharing 
  our passion for the legacy of railroads in the 
  southwest.  Thank you Texas Western members 
  for enabling so much fun.  I am excited about 
  the new year and what it promises.  I hope you 
  are too!
  Happy rails,

  Mike Corley

    
   ( Bottom Photo Left:  TWMRC Club Meeting. 
    Top Photo:  Forest Hill Veternan’s Day.   
   Bottom Photo: Golden Spike awards at December   
   Meeting. Club President Darrell Cowles hands 
   out a golden spike to club member Pat Trinkle 
   as a ‘Thank You’ for helping with the trainshow).
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  The CAO’s
 Baggage Car

  W ow, is it 2015 already?  It seems like 
  just yesterday that everyone was convinced that 
  the computer age would implode with Y2K!!!  
  2014 was a busy year for our Club and we made 
  great strides.  Now we forge ahead into a new 
  year with grander ideas and agendas.  I want 
  to thank all of you for the opportunity to serve 
  you as a Board of Directors member.  This will 
  be my third year.  My first year was as the CFO 
  – a terrifying year!!!  Our accounts were hack- 
  ed and had +$10,000 stolen (thankfully re-
  turned by the bank), we signed a lease to move 
  into a new building that we would have to actu-
  ally pay rent on, we had to significantly increase 
  dues to the detriment of membership, and I 
  have blotted out many other things. Thankfully 
  Mike Corley agreed to step in as the CFO and 
  release me from that stressful position – we all 
  owe Mike immense amounts of gratitude for the 
  job he’s doing!!!  Last year, and again this year, 
  I will fulfill the role of Chief Administrative 
  Officer.  This is what I do for a living – manag-
  ing projects, writing meeting reports, respond-
  ing to emails, setting schedules, herding the 
  squirrels (aka BOD), etc.  This is without a 

  (Photo: Future Logging area above S. Helix) 

  doubt the easiest position on the BOD – just 
  don’t tell Darrell, he thinks I’m overloaded 
  with work!!!!  It has been a pleasure to serve 
  with Darrell, Jim, Kim, and Mike in 2014.  
  Thank you, TWMRC members for your confi-
  dence in our leadership by re-electing us to 
  serve in 2015. 

  ( Photo:  Electrical hookups inside South helix
   will supply track power, accessory power &
   120 volt outlets for power tools such as drills,
  hot glue guns, soldering irons & lamps. )

       This year will see many changes in our lay-
  out.  We will start laying roadbed, track, and 
  installing wiring very soon. Clinics will be
  conducted to give all of our members the skills 
  needed to start working on the layout. And 
  most exciting of all is the goal to have trains 
  running on Phase I very soon. Hopefully we’ll 
  start seeing some of the “Monday nighters” 
  return every now and then this year!!  I’m 
  excited about 2015, I hope you are too. Tell all 
  of your friends about what we’re doing.  We 
  need to grow our membership and 2015 will be 
  a great time to expand. Thank you all for your 
  friendship, your skills in model railroading, and 
  the fun we have.  

  Here’s to a Great New Year!!!!!

  Jay H2Os
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  THE TRAIN SCHEDULE
   Upcoming Meetings, Events, 
   Shows & Clinics

  JANUARY 2015

  1st -  Club Closed, Happy 
  New Year’s Day 2015, 
  Thursday

  3rd - Work Day, 3p - 9p,
  Saturday. Check the white-
  board or contact Jim Wallace
  to find out where you can 
  help.

  8th -  BOARD Installation
  Dinner/ January Business
  Meeting, 7p - 9p, will he held
  at Mercado Juarez in South
  Arlington, 125 E Interstate 20
  76018, 817-557-9776

  10th - Work Day, 3p - 9p,
  Saturday.

  15th- Work Night, 7p - 9:30p,
  Thursday

  17th - Work Day, 3p - 9p,
  Saturday
  17th & 18th - Plano Train
  Show, at Plano Centre, 2000   
  E Spring Creek Pkwy, $8. 
  www.dfwtrainshows.com 

  18th - HAPPY BIRTHDAY DON
  HAYS

  22nd -  Work Night, 7p -
  9:30 p, Thursday

  24th - Work Day, 3p - 9p,
  Saturday

  25th - HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
  RAY BROWN

  26th - HAPPY BIRTHDAY
  DAVID HALL

  27th - HAPPY BIRTHDAY
  BEN BENDE

  29th - Work Night, 7p -
  9:30 p, Thursday

  31st - Work Day, 3p - 9p,
  Saturday, 

  FEBRUARY 2015

  5th - Regular Club Business
  Meeting, 7p - 9p, Thursday
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  2014 Photo Essay 

  
  
  ( Top photo’s: The new club has approximately
  4800 Sq. Foot of space. Bottom: Cleaning track
  was one of the first jobs club members undertook,
  separating the ballast from the ties. )

  ( Top: We put in some cabinets, then got to 
  work creating the first helix benchwork. A 
  generous donation of metal studs has pro-
  vided the club with the #1 building material. ) 



   8   January  2015                                                                The  STAR

  From The CDO’s
 Parlor Car
  Texas Western member, Hutch Hinton Docu-
  ments Chicago’s Operation North Pole Fantasy 
  Train Ride.  Recently, club members Kim and 
  Hutch Hinton rode Amtrak from Fort Worth, 
  Texas to Chicago’s Union Station on a mission     
  to help document Chicago’s Operation North 
  Pole Train Fantasy Train ride.  Operation 
  North Pole is a non-profit organization cre-
  ated to take children with special needs and 
  life- threatening illnesses on a magical train ride 
  filled with hope and courage. Hutch was part of 
  a crew of Railfanners involved in documenting 
  the special train along its Chicago route. They 
  were recruited by Drayton Blackgrove of Delay 
  in Block Productions, who then used the footage 
  to produce a short film about the organization 
  and the event. Operation North Pole was cre-
  ated in 2009, to give children with special needs 
  and terminal illnesses, a Christmas experience 
  of hope and courage.  Hundreds of volunteers 
  and emergency response employees, such as fire 
  fighters and police officers,  work together to 
  create a magical journey to the North Pole, by 
  way of a Metra commuter train, for children 
  who otherwise wouldn’t have a merry 
  Christmas. This year, over forty children were 
  treated to candy, games, and entertainment 
  provided by thousands of volunteers. Police, 
  fire, and emergency response teams helped 
  make the event special for the children, lining 
  up at each station the train passed by and 
  cheering the children on.
  
  Hutch and Kim began their journey, by depart-  
  ing Thursday about 2 PM and arriving the next 
  evening,  two hours late at Chicago’s Union Sta-
  tion. This resulted with Kim ending up driving 
  a rental car in the heart of downtown Chicago 
  in 5 PM, Friday night, rush hour traffic. Despite 
  the navigational challenges this presented, Kim

Kim and Hutch found their way to the home 
  of Railfanner Fred Van Dorpe. Fred invited  

  them to visit a local train club he was a member 
  of called the Garfield-Clarendon Model Rail-
  road Club.  The Garfield-Central was estab -
  lished in 1947 and their current layout is the 

  5th railroad built by the club. This latest layout 
  was started in 1972-73 and contains almost 

  1500 feet of hand-laid track. Kim and Hutch 
  were invited to sit in on the December busi-

  ness meeting. Following the meeting, Hutch was 
  invited to run trains on the layout, while Kim 
  visited with other club members/officers who 
  shared their stories about their club’s unique 

  home in Clarendon Park. Following Saturday’s 
  filming of the Operation North Pole train, the 
  travelers boarded at about 2 PM  Sunday for 
  the 24 hour train ride back to Fort Worth, ar-

  riving Monday at 1 PM, about a half hour 
  ahead of schedule. Upon returning, Kim stated, 

  “We had a great trip! The coach seats are 
  almost better than flying first class!” For more 

  information about Operation North Pole, check 
  out the film compilation at 

  http://youtube/UdcGz61Wc8Y.  

  Look for Hutch’s name in the credits at 18:45.

  

  Kim Hinton
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  2014 Photo Essay

 ( From March thru September, much progress 
    was made and the benchwork moved right 
    along.  Early in March, the club secured a date 
    in October to host its first Annual Train Show at 
    the New Forest Hill Convention Center and it 
    proved to be a money maker for the club. 

    The new layout continued to take shape with
    sheetrock backdrops added and LED over-
    head lights installed.  Foam core and electrical
    feeds, and stabilizing support columns are work-
    ing to keep the structure solid thru out. Some
    track has been laid inside the helix. )

   ( Above: A sharp looking sign of our logo was  
     made and put on the front of the clubhouse in 
     time for our train show and open house. The
     train show fit nicely into the fall calendar for area
     vendors and the show will now be an annual
     event in the fall.

     Below photo:  The benchwork has reached 
     Tower 55 and the goal is to lay some track and
     get some trains running by the fall “Open House”
     2015 will bring more progress on our layout &
     enjoyment for our family of model railroaders. )
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Clean UP Crew
JANUARY 2015

DARRELL COWLES
David Hall
Bob Hunt

Ken Roose

THE TEXAS WESTERN
STAR
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY - JANUARY 2015

                                     Don Hays   1/18    Ray Brown   1/25  David Hall   1/26             Ben Bende  1/27

THE TEXAS WESTERN 
STAR

Clean UP Crew
JANUARY 2015

Jay Waters
Ken Roose

Lorrie Palitti
Bob Hunt

Texas Western Railroad Association
6808 Forest Hill Drive, Forest Hill, TX  


