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  2012 Texas Western Movie Night
  This years Movie Night theme is going to be “All American”. We’ll be serving up hot 
  dogs, hamburgers and apple pie. The club will provide the hot dogs and hamburger 
  patties. We’ll have a sign up sheet at the June meeting for all the other things we’ll 
  need i.e. buns, chips, dips etc. We’ll have two contests this year. One contest will be 
  for the best relish/topper for your hot dogs (bring at least two cups). The second con-
  test will be for the best apple dessert (not limited to apple pie). The prizes will be an-
  nounced at Movie night. If you have a movie in mind for the feature, bring the movie in 
  the DVD case to the June business meeting (NO Thomas the Train movies). During the 
  meeting. we’ll make a list of the submitted movies and everyone will vote on a movie 
  at the end of the meeting. We’ll bring examples of hot dog toppers/relish recipes 
  apple dessert recipes to the meeting to give you some ideas. You can take one of the 
  recipes with you if you like. Movie Night will begin at 7:00PM this year to give us a 
  little more tree shade. We’ll also have a shade sail, canopy, a large umbrella and lots 
  of fans on hand.    

  Leo & Lorrie  Palitti

                                                           

  ( Above: J.T. Bailey and Chris Atkins at May meeting at LMRA Club)

  J.T. Bailey Receives 
  2 nd AP Certificate at
  Recent Cowcatcher
  Division Meeting
  Texas Western Club Member
  J.T. Bailey accepts his recent
  Achievement from Cowcat-  
  cher Division President Chris 
  Atkins.  Go to our club forum
  to learn more about the AP 
  requirements towards to be-
  coming a Master Modeler.
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     N ational Train Day and another 
  open house at the Texas Western  Mo-
  del Railroad Club well done. Athough 
  we didn’t think we would have many 
  people in attendance, it turned out to 
  be a really nice open house. In all, 
  about 40 people came to see the Texas 
  Western layout. A special thanks to 
  Connie Stiles, David Kranda, John 
  Callesen, Don Hays, Tripper Stiles, and 
  Kathy Tucker for getting to the club 
  early on Saturday to make sure things 
  were ready when our guests arrived, 
  and for making them feel welcome. 

  

  Most of our guests were very surprised 
  at the size and quality of our layout, and 
  many had no prior knowledge of us. Al- 
  so, we need to thank Darrell Cowles, 
  Jerry Fussell, Jay Waters and David 
  Kohler for getting so many to come to 
  see our layout and for manning our 
  booth downtown. Don’t want to forget 
  everyone who did such a great job 
  cleaning the club on Thursday night 
  before the open house. Once again our 
  members have made the most of get-
  ting the name of the Texas Western out 
  to the public. To top it all off, we have a 
  new prospective member as a result of 
  this open house. Thanks everyone.

 
       ( President’s Car Continued 
    on Page 7 ........ )

     

   

  
 

  

 

 

 
  

  I received a letter from Edna 
  Nicholson  (Joe Williams’ sister) 
  thanking us for having the open 
  house for Joe’s family in his honor. 
  It’s hard to believe that he’s been 
  gone for two years. Please look for 
  her letter in this issue. Thank you, 
  Edna.

  I’ve secured a table for the club at 
  the LMRA show. We will be selling  
  our club cars, and donated items. 
  Please consider donating one or 
  more items to be sold by the club 
  at this event. The club needs your 
  help in raising money for the many 
  projects that need funding. 

  

Last, but not least, let’s hear it for 
  the ProTrack travelers. Mike, J.T. 
  and Glen, we look forward to stories 
  about what you learned at ProTrack 
  and about your train ride. What was 
  it like to experience long-distance 
  travel by train before the advent of 
  airline travel?!

  Fred Tucker
   Texas Western President
   www.twmrc.org



 Nominations for 2011 Board of Directors:
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     Texas Western 
 Monday Run Night

      “COME OUT
     & RUN 
    WITH US”. 
 

 

 

 

      

    

An Open Letter to the Texas Western
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The History of North 

American Steam
Part 1: Richard Trevithick, the Father 

of the Steam Locomotive
By Tripper Stiles

     Hello guys,     
  Summer is here, and with it comes a wonderful little 
  phenomenon, one which I like to call free time. No more 
  books, no more tests, no more classes; it’s now just me 
  and a lot of time to fill.  As a result, I thought I’d take the 
  opportunity given by this new-found freedom to write a 
  few articles for our esteemed newsletter, if for no other 
  reason than to occupy myself over the hazy months of 
  summer, and, if I’m lucky, provide a little entertainment 
  or information to all of you. So, without further ado, I 
  present to you the first chapter in a multi-part series 
  covering the history of the steam locomotive in  North 
  America. I hope it will be enjoyable.
      This story, while it may be of the history of steam  loco- 
  motion in the North American continent, does not in fact 
  begin in America. Far from it, the locomotive and the 
  railroad in the United States were each not an indig-
  enous development, but ideas cultivated and imported 
  from across the Atlantic. Well before the first firebox 
  would be stoked or drive wheel would turn in the Ameri-
  cas, the scientific minds of the British Isles had laid the 
  ground work of all steam locomotive design and devel-
  opment which would come afterwards. Thus, before we 
  can hope to adequately understand or appreciate the 
  context and history of the American steam locomotive, it 
  is necessary to start first in Great Britain, where it all 
  began so long ago.
      The opening to this tale comes in the year 1771 in Corn-
  wall, England, far removed from the land of the free and 
  the home of the brave. It was here on April thirteenth 
  that the man who would come to beknown as the father 
  of the steam locomotive, Richard Trevithick, was born as 
  the only son among the six children of a mine captain 
  and miner’s daughter. As such, he spent his childhood 
  wandering the mines in which his father worked, observ-
  ing the primitive steam engines being used as pumps 
  and conveyors, sparking his young mind towards the 
  field of mechanical engineering. 
     It was this aptitude for mechanics and machinery 
  which Trevithick fostered and broadened upon taking up 
  work at various mines in Cornwall beginning in 1790, 
  focusing his attentions on the utility and limitations of 
  the then-vogue low pressure, or condensing steam   
  engine. 
     Espoused and developed by the likes of renowned

  inventor James Watt, this form of engine, which worked 
  at atmospheric pressure rather than with pressurized 
  steam, had two issues as far as Trevithick was con-
  cerned:  first, having a low power-to-weight ratio, these 
  engines needed to be massive in order to accomplish 
  any useful task; and second, with Watt holding numer-
  ous patents on the design, anyone who wished to con-
  struct their own example was forced to pay a steep 
  royalty lest they be sued.
     It was thereby that Trevithick drew up an idea for a new 
  kind of steam engine, one which promised to both vastly 
  increase the efficiency and compactness of the design, 
  and, perhaps most significantly for the time, circumvent 
  Watt’s patents. His idea was for an engine which, instead 
  of immediately exhausting the created steam to gener-
  ate movement, would contain and build up steam in a 
  pressurized boiler, turning the constant low-power out-
  put of the engine into a controllable, extremely power- 
  ful and concentrated release of energy. He built his first 
  working model in 1799, and from there marketed his 
  idea for use as mine pumps, cart winches, and rock 
  crushers, perfecting his technique and design as he 
  went along.  However, there was one issue with this new 
  design, one which Watt and the proponents of low-
  pressure steam would cite as the chief advantage of 
  their engines: boiler explosions. In 1803, one of 
  Trevithick’s pumping engines in Greenwich ruptured   
  and exploded, taking four men with it, there by giving 
  Watt and his contemporaries the fodder they needed to 
  demonize the high-pressure concept. Thus, in response 
  to this disaster and resulting public outcry, Trevithick 
  devised two essential apparatuses for his steam engine 
  design, both of which are in use even in modern ex-                                                       
  amples: the safety valve and fusible plug.
     The first of these served to let off steam if the boiler 
  exceeded a set pressure, thereby preventing an over-
  pressure boiler failure, while the second consisted of a 
  lead plug which melted and released steam if the water 
  level became too low in the boiler, preventing the boiler 
  itself melting and rupturing. Both of these innovations 
  were essential to the eventual success of the design, 
  and aided in the ultimate replacement of the low-pres-
  sure engine in nearly all industrial and commercial 
  applications. With these developments in place, 
  Trevithick realized that the next logical step was an en- 
  gine which could propel itself and a useful payload of 
  cargo, such as ore or even passengers, a usage which 
  would unquestionably prove the efficiency of his engine. 
  While he had previously drawn up and built a few exper- 
  imental road locomotives which had made brief tours of 
  the streets of Cornwall and London, and he had suppos-
  edly built a rail locomotive in 1802 or 1803 which is not 
  known to have ever run, none of these examples was 
  ultimately successful, with each being seen as either 
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   ( Continued from Page 4.........)
  too unreliable, too expensive, or too dangerous to 
  be of any applicable use. However, by the end of 
  1803 Trevithick’s design had matured to the point 
  where he saw it as feasible to build a practical, self-
  propelled locomotive and demonstrate it to the 
  world.
     Thus, while in Wales under the benefaction of 
  Pen-y-Darren Ironworks owner Samuel Homfray, 
  Trevithick set out to finally prove his engine in a 
  mobile application. Using a stationary hammer act- 
  uating engine of his own design as the basis, 
  Trevithick set about converting it to a rail engine 
  through the addition of a large cog, linked by means 
  of gears to a pair of wheels, all of which was oper-
  ated through an arm linked to a gigantic flywheel. 
  Further, he took advantage of the concept of exhaust 
  draft, a technique long used by metalworkers, to 
  boost the combustion of fuel and increase the en-  
  gine’s capacity. Suitably impressed by the design, 
  Homfray placed a wager with a fellow ironworks 
  owner that this engine was capable of hauling ten 
  tons of iron along the 9.75 mile tramroad from 
  Penydarren to Abercynon, a route normally travers- 
  ed by horses pulling single carts of ore. It was un-
  der such circumstances that Trevithick’s loco-
  motive was fired up on February 21, 1804, pulling 
  five wagons, ten tons of iron, and seventy men on a 
  highly-publicized journey, reaching at times a brisk 
  five miles an hour, arriving in Abercynon in four 
  hours and five minutes. While the engine displayed 
  an alarming tendency to snap the brittle cast iron 
  rails of the tramway, leading to the continued use of 
  horses on the route for years to come, nonetheless 
  both Homfray and Trevithick were vindicated in 
  their belief in the power of steam locomotion; they 
  had successfully demonstrated the potential of the 
  idea, and in doing so became the first men to ever 
  operate a locomotive using solely metal rail-to-
  metal wheel adhesion. This was, indeed, the birth of 
  the steam railway.
     From here, Trevithick further worked at ushering 
  in the coming age of the steam locomotive by first 
  designing another semi-successful engine for a 
  tramway in Wylam, near Newcastle, and second 
  through a public-awareness campaign of mixed 
  success. Setting up a circular railway “steam 
  circus” in metropolitan London in the Summer of 
  1808,  he charged onlookers one shilling each for a 
  ride behind the engine, a newly-designed model 
  christened the Catch Me Who Can. Simpler and 
  smaller than its predecessors, both to increase its 
  efficiency and reduce the likelihood of it breaking 

  

       (  Above:  Richard Trevithick )

  the rails, Trevithick’s new engine was able to 
  reach an unprecedented twelve miles an hour, 
  and thrilled those who rode behind it; sadly, how- 
  ever, that number was not as high as Trevithick 
  had hoped. The public interest generated was 
  rather lackluster, and following a derailment 
  caused by the ever-present specter of broken 
  rail, he abandoned both the circus and the devel- 
  opment of steam locomotives.
     After a few other forays into mechanical inven-
  tion and an escapade to South America Trevi- 
  thick’s tale ended on April 22, 1833 in Dartford. 
  While he was brilliant in technical matters, sadly 
  this intellect did not extend into the financial 
  realm; he died penniless, and was only spared be-
  ing buried in a pauper’s grave through the altru-
  ism of his friends and colleagues who paid for his 
  funeral. As it were, for the man who was the father 
  of the steam railroad, the greatest technological 
  and industrial achievement of the nineteenth 
  century, such an ending was far short of fitting.
 
            And with that, the first chapter to this story 
  comes to a close. I hope you will look forward to 
  next month’s article on George and Robert Steven-
  son, the men who finally succeeded in populariz-
  ing the steam railway in England, setting the stage 
  for the rise of the American locomotive.
 
      ‘Till then, keep the fire burning and the wheels 
  turning.

      Tripper Stiles
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THE TRAIN SCHEDULE
Upcoming Meetings, Events,
Shows & Clinics

JUNE 2012
4th- Happy Birthday 
Ken Roose

6 - 10th - 2012 LSR Convention, 
NMRA in Houston

7th - Texas Western MRC 
Regular Club Business Meet-
ing: Thursday, 6807A Anglin Dr, 
Ft.Worth.  7:30 - 9 PM 

9th - Work Night, Sat. 7:30 pm

11th - Open Run & Work Night: 
Monday, 6 p - 9 p

14th- WORK NIGHT: Thursday, 
7:30 PM - 10 PM

16th - Work Night
Saturday, 7:30 p - 10p  

18th -  Open Run & Work Night: 
Monday, 6 p - 9 p.

21st - Work Night & Open Run
Night, Thursday, 7:30 pm

23rd -SPECIAL: MOVIE NIGHT 
& CLUB PICNIC- @ Leo & Lor-
rie’s home, Saturday,  7:00p - 
10:30p, Spouses Welcome.

25th -  Open Run & Work Night: 
Monday, 6 p - 9 p.

28th- Work & Run NIGHT: 
Thursday, 7 PM - 10 PM

29th- Happy Birthday 
Clarence Zink

30th -Operations Night, 
Saturday, 3p - 9p

JULY 2012

2nd: - Open Run & Work Night: 
Monday, 6 p - 9 p

5th: - Texas Western MRC 
Regular Club Business Meet-
ing: Thursday, 6807A Anglin Dr, 
Ft. Worth, 7:30 - 9 PM

 ( Weathering using artists oil     

  ( Clinic on Weathering by Mike
    Galligan on recent Monday eve )

  ( Weathering by Mike Galligan )

)

 paints, applied with brush )
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  ( Clinic on Weathering by Mike
    Galligan on recent Monday eve )

  ( Weathering by Mike Galligan )
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      The CDO’s R.P.O.   

 

  

  We also met with William Ludwig of the Historic Hand-
  ley Railroad Museum to discuss donation of the BNSF 
  system map and other cooperative ventures in the 
  future.  

  So, you see where just one day of coming to the club for 
  an open house may open endless possibilities for the 
  future!  

  Thank you to all that helped on National Train Day!

     Darrell Cowles,
    Chief Development Officer

  

    

   I am very proud of our club and I believe you are 
  too, as evidenced by the quickly arranged Open 
  House for National Train Day.  What a pleasure to 
  have so many members that quickly pitch in to get 
  things ready, and volunteer to man a position!  We 
  saw about 100 people stop at our table on Saturday 
  at the Intermodal Terminal in Fort Worth, and I un-
  derstand that the club had about 40 come in to see 
  the layout, plus one new membership application!  

 

 
  While we see more visitors during our November 
  open house, we always want to be in the public’s 
  eye; you never know when we may have someone 
  visit that can help us with a grant or offer a benefit 
  to the club.  I was also able to visit that day with the 
  Public Affairs officers of the BNSF and UP railroads, 
  and establish contact information for future use.  I 
  spoke of our club and mission to them, and offered 
  them the opportunity to come and set up an infor-
  mation table at the (November Texas Western) 
  open house to distribute their literature and chil-
  dren’s handouts.  
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     Texas Passenger Trains of 1945-1959
   The Texas ZEPHYR model train consist by James French

           
       

        

        (Top: E-5 A-B  Above:  Heavyweight Sleepers   

        Below: Texas Zephryr Consist.)

          The 

          Texas Zephyr 
          by James French

  The  Texas Zephryr was the FW&D’s most famous  
  train name shared by the C&S.  The original light-
  weight equipment in 1940 consisted of seven Budd 
  cars owned by the FW&D and five lightweight Budd 
  cars owned by the C&S.  Within a year modernized 
  heavyweight sleepers were added to trains 1 and 
  2.  Two sets of E-5 A-B C&S 9950 [SILVER RACER-SILVER 
  STEED] and FW&D 9980 [SILVER CHIEF-SILVER WARRIOR 
  were dedicated to the trains between Fort Worth 
  and Denver. The featured train set as modeled in 1948 
  on the TWMRC is E-5 Silver Chief and Silver Warrior, 
  light and heavyweight baggage, one or two mail troop 
  sleeper converted boxcars, heavyweight  RPO com-
  bine , two lightweight coaches, two heavyweight 
  coaches, two heavyweight sleepers and a diner ob-
  servation on the end.  From 1940 until 1952 500 class 
  4-6-2 Pacific type steam engines motive power was 
  used to connect the often exchanged Sam Houston 
  Zephyr and the Texas Zephyr cars between Fort Worth 
  and Dallas.  This was done to allow the required ser-
  vice time on the E-5’s.   In 1957 two original 1937 12 car 
  semi-articulated DENVER ZEPHYR train sets were used, 
  this lasted until 1965 when the original 1940 light-
  weight equipment returned.  In 1961 the Silver Chief 
  was destroyed at Memphis Texas when it hit freight 
  train #72.  The Texas Zephyr was discontinued Sept-
  ember 11 1967.  The E-5’s were tried in a fast freight 
  service until 1969 when all but one were sent to 
  scrape.
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     Howdy folks,
       This month we’re continuing to Alamosa 
     Junction on our westward trek. Alamosa 

       (  Above:  Alamosa Junction Station )
     Junction on the Texas Western is a 
     mostly dual gauge area with industries 
     that serve both the standard and narrow 
     gauge railroads. On the main you’ll find a 
     passenger station and commissary 
     where dining cars are replenished during
     their trips through the region. A large 
     smelter serves the gold, silver, zinc and 
     lead mines and mills on the D&RGW nar-
     row gauge division. The Oriental Refin-
     ery turns black gold from Farmington oil 
     field into petroleum products, and you’ll 
     see Gramps tank cars lined up for pro-
     cessing.  

    East To West
          On The Texas Western

    Local businesses include Hamilton 
  Feed, Alamosa Fuel Distributors, Alam-
  osa Feed and Grain, Alamosa Crushed 
  Stone, team track, Alamosa Ware-
  house, and Alamosa Freight Station.

  

    (  Above:  Oriental Refinery )
     All west bound standard gauge trains 
  from Forth Worth and beyond pass
  Alamosa Junction, but only the passen-
  ger trains stop.  The junction’s local
  industries and businesses are switched 
  from Alamosa yard by train ALAJ
  (Alamosa Junction Switcher).  The 
  ALAJ switches both standard and nar-
  row gauge spots where you’ll see both 
  standard and narrow gauge cars on the 
  same dual gauge track.
     That’s it for Alamosa Junction. Next 
  month we’ll turn from our northwesterly 
  journey and head due west to Alamo-
  sa’s yards, industries, and its connec-
  tion to the narrow gauge division.

  

 
    (  Above:  Hamilton Feed Store )
  Happy Rails,

  Mike Corley
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Texas Western Railroad Association
P.O. Box 1303, Kennedale, TX  76060
www.texaswesternmrc.org

HAPPY BIRTHDAY - JUNE 2012           
     

                              
      
 
             Ken Roose  6/4          Clarence Zink   6/29   

Clean UP Crew
JUNE 2012

GLEN BUIE
LEO PALITTI

LORRIE PALITTI
DONALD HAYS
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