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    William’s Family Take Tour of 
  The Texas Western Model Railroad

         

   

   

 
                 
  
  
  

  
  

   TWMRC Annual Christmas 
  Party
  Saturday, December 8th, at the 
  Stiles Residence
  6:30 - 9:30 PM
  5664 Rockport Lane, Haltom City, 
  TX  76137
 It’s usually a pot luck, so come 
  to the December meeting to sign up 
  for a dish or dessert. There will be a 
  white elephant gift exchange. Please 
  limit the gift items to $10. or Less.

                   

      
    

     

   TWMRC November Business
    Meeting is scheduled for 
    Thursday, December 6th, 
    at 7:30 pm



The STAR
is published by The 
Texas Western Model 
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Railroad Association, 
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   From the President’s Car:

     Come to the club on Thursday for the December Business meeting   
     and cast your vote for our Board for next year!
     
     2013 Board of Directors Nominations:
 CEO - Fred Tucker
          - Darrell Cowles

 COO - Glen Buie

 CAO - Jay Waters
               -  Kathy Tucker

 CFO -  Jay Waters

 CDO - Open, (Darrell Cowles Withdrew his Nomination)

     The Annual New Officers Installation and Club Banquet Dinner
     Party will be held, Thursday, January 3, 2013, at the Mercado
     Juarez Mexican restaurant in Arlington.  Located at I-20/Matlock
     Road.  Currently, each person or group of persons would pay their
     own bills. Food, tea or coffee, & gratuity would be included, 
     ALCOHOL IS EXTRA!
     
     Fred Tucker
     President, TWMRC

 



 Nominations for 2011 Board of Directors:
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     Texas Western 
 Monday Run Night

      “COME OUT
     & RUN 
    WITH US”. 
 

             Vote for The Don Hamilton Engineer Of the Year 
  Award at the December Meeting.......        

                     

 

    

   This Year’s Nominee’s are:
  J.T. Bailey   Joe Batson   John Callesen
    James French   Chris Galvin   Kevin Lambert

  The Winner will be announced at the January New Instalation of Officers Banquet 
  & Business Meeting to be held on Thursday, January 3rd at the Arlington Mercado 
  Juarez Mexican Restaurant at I-20 & Matlock, 1/3/2013 at 7 pm.

  Each year, the Texas Western selects one 
  individual member to be the Don Hamilton
  Engineer of the Year!  The award goes to the
  club member who has contributed in some
  way or another, be it my modeling, helping
  others, and or by service to the club.

  Don Hamilton, is a Charter member of the 
  Texas Western, and the driving force behind
  the creation of this prestigous award. Don
  encourages all active members to cast a vote
  for the one individual member who has given
  time, talent, and been a friendly ambassador
  for the Texas Western over this past year.
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Member Profiles:
Hutch Hinton

By Kim Hinton
   
     
 

     

  Hutch was born in Great Falls, Montana (his mother’s 
  home state), but did most of his growing up in his Dad’s 
  home state of Mississippi. His Memaw says he got his 
  first train around 1998. His Aunt Cally brought him a 
  wooden train set his older cousin used to play with, 
  when she came to visit from Ohio. 

  Then around Christmas 2008 , his MeMaw gave him a 
  Bachman Thunderbolt Train Set.  He said he distinctly 
  recalls how he started looking at this train set really 
  closely, because it seemed to be more than just a toy 
  to him. She didn’t really even think of the HO train set as 
  anything other than a toy. 

        This was his first real HO locomotive that he is very 
  fond of to this day. In addition to the locomotive,  this 
  “Complete and Ready to Run HO Electric Train Set”  (as 
  it was advertised on the front of the box) came with Mil-
  waukee Road Box plug-door boxcar, a SHELL single-dome 
  tank car, and an off-center caboose. It also had a power 
  pack and speed controller and an illustrated instruc-
  tion manual. The only thing he doesn’t still have from 
  this Bachman Thunderbolt train set is the instruction 
  manual. l. (He never used it anyway…he likes to figure 
  things out by watching YouTube!) In fact, on any given 
  open run night at the Texas Western, you might even 
  catch him operating the old Santa Fe 6067 around the 
  layout.
    

     
  Hutch tells me he distinctly remembers thinking that 
  there was something different about this “toy train”. He 
  said the longer he looked at it, the more he could see 
  that this train set was much more than just a toy. He 
  noticed that right on the front of the box it stated that 
  this train set was “Protected by Bachman’s Lifetime 
  Limited Warranty.

                                                                        

    ( Hutch above running trains on Monday nights )

  (  Hutch recently celebrated his 18th at the TWMRC )

                                                                     ( Continued on Page 5 ..... )
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  ( Continued from Page 4.........)
  
  When his Mom first looked over his new train set, 
  she recalled that her Dad had once turned a Ping 
  Pong table into what she now knows was a layout, 
  complete with a mountain and tunnels. Unfortunate-
  ly, hobby stores were few and far between in 
  Hattiesburg, Mississippi. They finally found a local 
  Hobby Lobby that had a single aisle where they 
  carried a limited array of trains, structure kits, 
  miniature trees, and incredibly small people  that 
  supposedly would end up somewhere on a finished 
  layout. Hutch spent his time checking out a couple 
  of locomotives that were locked into a glass display 
  case while his Mom found some beginner books 
  about Train Modeling and “the World’s Greatest 
  Hobby”.. They both spent many nights just flipping 
  through the Model Railroad magazines while they 
  imagined what PaPa Bill’s layout looked like, wish-
  ing he was still around to see Hutch had caught 
  Model Train Fever too. 

             

   

  ( Happy Birthdays Hutch & Johnny )

   

   
  ( the Best looking train cake I’ve Seen! )

  Over the next several years, this lonely young 
  modeler spent many hours watching YouTube 
  videos of other Model Train Enthusiasts that were 
  spread across the country. Unfortunately, none 
  lived anywhere near, and inquiries at the two 
  local Hobby Stores failed to turn up any train 
  clubs, layouts , or enthusiasts in the area. He did 
  find one friend who shared his love of “Rail fan-
  ning”, but he never did find any modelers.

  However, one day the Model Train Gods finally 
  smiled on this lonely young modeler. He and his 
  Mom packed up and headed west to Texas, where 
  his favorite Aunt and Uncle lived in a place called 
  Dallas/Fort Worth. Soon after getting settled in, 
  his Mom “googled” Model Train Clubs and Bingo! 
  Up popped the Texas Western Model Train Club, 
  a bonafide club he that turned out to be just 15 
  minutes away from his new home. For the first 
  time since Hutch had caught Model Train Fever, 
  he found a place where others shared his love of 
  “The World’s Greatest Hobby”. “And now you know, 
  “The Rest Of The Story”, as Paul Harvey used to 
    say.

  Please go to http://www.youtube.com/user/Con
  rad1996  -- to view various videos Hutch has made 
  over the years including: 

  http://www.youtube.com/userConrad1996?
  feature=watch  --  Hutch’s first attempt at making 
  a layout. 

  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k576H1VZaR0
  &feature=plcp  --  His current project of rewiring a 
  1970’s DC Layout he was given by his friend, Robert 
  Smith.  

  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w2kN74fi5_w&
  feature=plcp  --  TWMRC Operations Railfanning

  Other videos of his RailFan adventures are there 
  too. Enjoy!

   Kimberly & Hutch   
  Hinton      
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THE TRAIN SCHEDULE
Upcoming Meetings, Events,
Shows & Clinics
DECEMBER 2012
5th- HAPPY BIRTHDAY
KEVIN LAMBERT

6th - Texas Western MRC 
Regular Club Business Meet-
ing: Thursday, 6807A Anglin Dr, 
Ft.Worth.  7:30 - 9 PM

6th- HAPPY BIRTHDAY
GLEN BUIE

8TH - SPECIAL EVENT: YOUTH 
IN MODEL RAILROADING, 
CHRISTMAS PARTY, Saturday, 
@ TWMRC
10:00 AM - 12:00 NOON

8TH - SATURDAY, Run, Work, & 
Play with trains, 7:30 p - 10 p

9th- HAPPY BIRTHDAY
JOHN CALLESEN
10th - Open Run Night: Mon-
day, 6 p - 9 p

13th -  Work Night Only: 
Thursday, 7:30 p - 10 p.

15th - Saturday, Run, Work
7:30 p - 10 p

17th -  Open Run & Work Night: 
Monday, 6 p - 9 p.

20th- Third Thursday AP Work-
shop, 7:30 PM - 10 PM

22nd - Saturday, @ TWMRC 
7:30 PM - 10:00 PM

24th - Open Run & Work Night:  
Monday, 6 p - 9 p

27th- Thursday, Work & Run
Night,  7:30 PM - 10 PM

29th- Saturday, Work & Run
Night,  7:30 PM - 10 PM

JANUARY 2013

3rd: - Texas Western MRC 
Regular Club Business Meet-
ing: & Banquet, Thursday, at 
site to be determined. 7 p - 10 p

5th-6th:  World’s Greatest 
Hobby on Tour, Will Rogers 
Center, 3401 W. Lancaster Ave,
Ft Worth. Sat. 10 am - 6 pm,
Sun. 10 am - 5 pm. $12. Adults
16 & Under FREE, 
www.wghshow.com
 

  

 
  

)

  



   7    December   2012                                                                  The  STAR                                                                                                                                             

  

 
  

)

  

      The CDO’s R.P.O.   

 

  
     While we had a good turnout for Open House, it was 
  down considerably from the most recent years due to 
  no publication in the Star-Telegram.  I did not realize 
  how important Chris Vaughn was in getting the notice
  in the paper each year until I tried contacting Lee 
  Williams personally via emails, phone messages, and 
  through Terry Evans in Weatherford.  No luck.  Posting it 
  on Craig’s List has netted me a HUGE amount of junk 
  mail, but otherwise I am not so sure we got a visitor.  
  As a result of the reduced number of visitors we have 
  reduced the price of the calendars and cups, check 
  with the BOD for new pricing, and no, we aren’t giving 
  refunds if you paid more; just buy one for everyone on 
  your Christmas list now.

     Elections are this month for 2013 officers.  I am not 
  accepting the nomination for CDO for this next year and 
  hope one of you will step up to help in this area.  It isn’t 
  hard, and I will give you all the contacts that I have to 
  get you started.  Leadership in this coming year will 
  need to be dedicated to the club, communicate with 
  the members, and willing to work through our current 
  situation to find a new home for the TWMRC.  I would 
  appreciate your vote for President so that I may serve 
  the club for 2013.

     See you at the meeting,

  Darrell Cowles
  Chief Development Officer

  

    

    A s I sit here working with my Santa hat on (pretty 
  flexible dress code in a home office) I hope you all 
  had a wonderful Thanksgiving with your families.  We 
  in the Texas Western have a lot to be thankful for as 
  well; we have been very blessed to have our club in 
  a building where we didn’t have to worry for almost 
  17 years about rent, or access, or many of the things 
  that other clubs have to worry about every month.  We 
  should be thankful for the opportunity to build one 
  of the best-in-class layouts in this part of the country 
  and to enjoy many hours of friendship with our fellow 
  members.  We should be thankful that we have not 
  fallen victim to membership “clicks” that many other 
  clubs have allowed to develop to the detriment of the 
  entire club, but have developed a wonderful group of 
  friends.  

    

      As we know, things do change and we are very ser- 
  iously looking for another venue to house our club 
  layout and perhaps allow us to take the next step 
  toward building the museum displays, improving the 
  layout for more clearance, and a larger meeting 
  room.  Several members are actively looking for such 
  a place that we can afford, are you?  You don’t have 
  to be a member of the Board to look for a building 
  suitable to our needs; just keep your eyes open and 
  then find out if it is available, how much, etc.  If you 
  find something, please contact the Board with all the 
  details that you have found.
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     Texas Passenger Trains of 1945-1959
   The COLORADO EAGLE train consist by Darrell Cowles, Article by James French

           
       

        

                                                                                         ( Top: E7 2017 of The Colorado Eagle at T&P station   
            in Fort Worth & other shots of this passenger train. )

                                      
  

            The Colorado Eagle
            by Darrell Cowles

    

  The Colorado Eagle debuted June 1942 and it 
  ran from St. Louis to Pueblo then via D&RGW trackage 
  to Denver.  The streamline train set was built by ACF 
  and designed by Raymond Loewy.  EMD touted the 
  Colorado Eagle design as the new transition away 
  from heavyweight uncomforting amenities of oil 
  lamps, wood burning stoves, drafts, soot, cinders, 
  and jerky sleep-destroying stops and starts. The ads 
  say better trains follow General Motors Locomotives.  

     The American Railroads were so short on passenger 
  equipment and locomotives during the WWII era that 
  soon the new streamline sets including the Colorado 
  Eagle were diluted with heavyweights although 
  much upgraded, and often used steam locomotives 
  instead of the color matching diesels.  After the war 
  14 E-7’s were bought for passenger service and this 
  is how it is modeled on the TWMRC.  T&P and MP eagle 
  equipment was often moved seasonally to be were 
  it was needed, so many train set consist were never 
  the same as advertised or in repeat photography.  
  The Colorado Eagle lasted till Amtrak took over in 
  1971.  
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   Howdy folks,
  
  This month’s exploration of the Texas Western Model Railroad 
  Club layout takes us to Red Mountain and Cumbres Pass. Red 
  Mountain is the tall mountain that greets you when you enter the
  layout room, and Cumbres is the community located just west of 
  Alamosa through the tunnel into the narrow gauge room.

  Red Mountain is only accessible via the narrow gauge D&RGW 
  railroad and has two sides with industries on both.  Red Moun-
  tain proper is home to a station, water tower, two yard tracks, 
  gold mine, gold mill, and a power plant.  The gold mine, mill, and 
 power plant receive and send shipments via the Narrow Gauge 
  East and West trains (NG-E, NG-W) twice a day.  There is a rumor 
  around the floor of the mill that gold is running out, and the
  operation may shift to lead and zinc in the future.  The mill 
  would be converted and expanded which may require a per-
  manent town to support the new industry.  

  The other side of Red Mountain hosts Red Mountain Mine and 
  Mill No. 2.  The mine and mill are dedicated to gold and will likely
  remain so for a long time to come. Several out-buildings support
  the mill and include a foreman’s office, blacksmith and machine 
  shop, and a shipping and receiving facility.  Rumors are that the 
  mill will receive ore from several mines via a new tramway.  The 
  tramway buckets will bring a much increased workload for the 
  mill and other facility expansions may be on the drawing board.

  The Cumbres Pass is home to a large railroad facility called 
  Cumbres.  A passenger and freight station, water tower, stock 
  car storage, two general yard tracks, and interchange with the 
  Rio Grande Southern railroad (RGS) make Cumbres a busy place
  on the narrow gauge. The Narrow Gauge East and West trains 
  stop twice daily and the Narrow Gauge Rio Grande Southern No. 1
  runs once a day between Cumbres and Rico.  Passenger trains 
  San Juan No. 115P and 116P provide passenger service twice a 
  day.

  That’s it for this month. Next time we’ll push further into narrow 
  gauge country to Dolores on the RGS.

  Happy rails,

  Mike Corley
          

    East to West
   by Mike Corley

     

     ( James sitting on top of Cumbres Pass )
  
     

  ( Cumbres Pass Trestle construction )
   

    
   

 ( Red Mountain on the left )
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Texas Western Railroad Association
P.O. Box 1303, Kennedale, TX  76060
www.twmrc.org

HAPPY BIRTHDAY - DECEMBER 2012           
     
                              
      
 
     Kevin Lambert 12/5                              Glen Buie 12/6                        John Callesen 12/9                

Clean UP Crew
DECEMBER 2012

Darrell Cowles
Steve Napier
Chris Galvin
Pat Trinkle

THE TEXAS WESTERN
STAR


